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LONDON, 
Printed by A. M. fer Nathanael Webb at the | 
Royal Oake near the Little North- Door 
of de Pauls, MDC. LX V. 
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RRADER; [4604 Ky 

Bah eh 5h] give thees 
onely this brief 
account of theſe 
t Sermons and of 
SICR their Authour. 


1. James Nalton , who wa 
whileft he lived 4 F age a la- 


bonrer in the Lords wintyard, 

and now ( doubt nt) ableſſed 

Saint in Heaven, there reaping 
„„ 


the ; , 7 P 1 
+ 
* * 1 
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* 4 — IF , bed * * 
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To the Reader. a 


the fruits of his Labors Being 
about. twolue years ſince losii up- 
e with an evil eye by ſome then 
in power, did ( by advice ef 
ic prudintiy wit haram 
Hef for a time into Holland, 
to avoid impendin dangers. Im- 
mediately npon bis return ante 
London he preaobes theſe Ser- 
mom, being as" tis wer] probable 


whileſs in another Country : 


10 ſet forth Gods 2 car 4 of 
bis own people in [ad and ſin 4 
times. Ham well this hath & 


5 2 and how obo | | 


and int. any re 


and p 

Pets veny nſofull theſe Sermons | 
are, I 2 rater th Reader | 
ſhould fade own pery al, 
thaw be informed by 4 

at I aan ſay of 1 e 
me adde this. for hi euromage- 
went ; hat] ler vot here pab- | 


re 


* 


* 3 


Y 


fome of the fruits of hut _—_ ; 


1 
bis © 
is 


15 


| lifted onely ſone rad: 


| ents. of Sermons, 46 
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Io the Readers 


6963 


, ern 


the too common ( thou h nab 


mendable) practiſe of ſome (and 
| thoſe alſo" ſo moulded and model d 


by them, that ver) little either of 


| the-wethod or ſtile of thoſe whoſe 
Mors they have pretended to pab- 
lifh could be diſcerned in them) 
| theſe Sermons being here preſeut- 
ed to the diem of the Reader ſo a 
delivered by the Aut hour, except- 
ing onely a paring off ef ſome re- 
f 1 which though they may 


ave their good uſe in preaching, 


jet not ſo in printing, preaching 
| = e very GT differ 
ing; not but that the Reader may 
| poſibly- efÞy ſome faults in theſe 
Sermon, ( though I preſome none 


very material) which if he ſhould, 
Iluut onely this juſt requeſs to 
make to him, that he would ( «s 
there is great reaſon he ſhould ) 

44 impuic 
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impate them to the Tranſcriber 
or Printer, bat not to the Au- 
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Jeremiah Chap. 24. Verſe 5. 

Thus ſaith be, Lord, the Cd of 

I frael, Zake theſe food Figs, ſ ii 
Lacknowledge them that are car- 
ried away captive of Judah, whom 
Thave ſent ont of this place into the 
Land of the Caldeans for their good. 


* 


— 
.* 
: 


SES Heſe words are part 
of: ey 1. ich 
che Propher law, 
e 

and 7eruſalers. The 


PR time when the Pro- 
this Viſion, appears in che 
Sn, as 


* — 1 
pros og i. Mot wr 
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firſt Verſe of this Chapter, to be af- 
ter Nebachaduex car had carried 
away feconiah King of Judah, and 
ne Princes, and a great multitude 
them 3n 0 Babyloy, The oc. 
on of t : Yiſen was this, name» 
by con com ort and ſupport the faint- 
ing dtooping ſpirits of theſe poor 
- captives, wh becauſe they ſaw ma- 
ay of their brethren leſt in the Land | 
of Judah, enjoying their liberty and 
their inheritances, when themielyes 
were now under captivity, diſinheri- 
ted, ſtript of all their enjoyments, 
and caſt into a ſtrange Land, were 
hereupon en y diſcour 1 
nd began to ha vet 115 hearts 


in deſpondency and deſpair : God 
now by this Viſion of two Baskets, 
one © 1 Fi s, and another of 


ps, would let them ſee, that 
however in the eye of ſenſe, thoſe | 
2 were leſt in the Land of Fudab. | 
cemed to be more happy, and thoic 
that were carried captive into Baby- 
1 {on ſeemed to be more miſerable 
Jae thoſe that were left in the Land 
e offudebwete bad Figs, andthere- | 
ore God 1 Tal the ſword, the 


mint. f | 


bad Figs, 


t 


* * 
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| ew, 5 Mato 
a off the good Land; tlivirend — 


| carried aw; 
very mifera 


| fore N — would be 


vel. 


3 lad Tims. 


fanine; and the. peſhilence amis SH 
em 


bs very miſerable, 85 it is in the laſt 
Verſe of the Chapter. Aud on the 
contrary, though they that were 
ptive ſeemed: IR 
e for the i ad Gene 4 


they were the good 


according to the adds! al 1 d 
now read unto yon; Thus ſatib the 


| Zord, the Gef Arai, 12 55 


2 Fig, ſo Will 1 ac chuowle 
are Carried 2257 WT: 


_ 


1 Jadab, wbom I baue ae this 


places into the Land of the Galdeavs 


| for their good. 


In this Text they chere tro chelt 
two branches obſervable z 
Firſt, We have 'the Aythor of a 
comfortable Melſige. 115 
And ſecondly, We hoverhe Meſ- 


ſageic ſelf, - 
Meſoyi th Loi 
aid e eee ny 


people, he is 


E 9 18 
, — 3 
1 \ 


the Land of the Caldeavs. 

A wen ——— He doth aſſure them 
at this.tranſportation or carryin 
into Capti e, fo tht 

.Prpfie and 


idem om ef ee md of 
| ee ew goed, 1 


* 


till 2 Gab great cart reof bi . Pep 1. 
1 : Secondly, We have the Meſſage | 
wo it ſelf. pd hereia take dotice of | | 
10 two particulars ; | # 
1 9 Firſt, The explication of a Type. 
i Secondly, The application of ie || 
"tt to theſe poor captives. | 
[if The explication ofa Type in theſe 
Wl words, Like tbeſe goed N by 
nt mhicd rg Lord ſhove a the Prophet | 
Wh \ Jermab, what was meant by the 
N et of good Figs. 
ii "And then we have the application 
"Mi df this Type toheſe. poor captives; | 
' and the application is wholly come | 
i} fortable,-andthe comfort it Velde 
1 tonſiſts in three 2 2 
un Firſt, , God doth: here promiſe 
ot them, that be would acknowledge - 
thew, and own them! in 4 range i 
Land. 
: Secondly, - The Lorch tels them | 
that he bite did ſend them into 


1 


——_—_— 


£1 
: Ib 
af. Sn. 
— ——_— * 1 
e 
* 
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* 
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Di. 


le in > os. Times, + 
ge | We will begin with. the firſt 
of branch of the Text, and that is the 
I Author of chiscomfortable Meſſage, 
e; | the Tord; deſctibed here by his re- 
ie lation unto his people, he is called 
> | the God of Iſrael. 
ſe ' But bere ic may be demanded, _ 
by | Why doth God ſtiſe himſelf by the 
en | name of tbe Gad ef Iſrael, in this 
he | comfortable Meſſage that he ſends to 
_ theſe poor captives & | 
on Lanſwer, He doth it for this end, 
s; | namely, to let them know, that 
me | though be owed 2 them off © 
ds from being dis peopl e, becauſe. he 
bad now foffere hem to be carried 
iſe | captiveintos ſirange Land; yet be 
ive | wasthe God of ae till, and that | 
ge they were even then; under bis fa- | 
-2 . | herlycare, * bad a tender xe» 
m gard, 28 them. 33% 
o Odſeryation: thes which 3 
a 9 you from hence, 
2m | (that God calls himſelf che Godof 1F 
ng rad, even at this time when Hrael 
ir was carried into exptivity.) is this; 
ut | Tas Ged det det caft off his peo 
of | ales: 1 pw fem to cat 
_ them off.» a ia nos regardleſs of hs 
people, 


6. 


60. great Care 2 bs good . | 
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b 


" peeple; When he ſeems? 10 be regardleſs 
of them, 


Tro prove this Dedriue bo vou, 
there are theſe two branches that! 


muſt make plain: 

Firſt, Tbat God doth ſometimes 
ſeemingly caſt ofl his people. 

But then ſecondly, That God 
doth not, will noty cannot really caſt 
them off. _ 

Firſt, I mul prove that God doth 


ſometimes ſeemingly caſt off his 
ople. ke ns ſeems to be 
regardleſs of them, and of their 


ion, asifbe had ſer them ata 
ſad diſtance from his love; Thus i 
was with theſe poor captives here in 
the Text, that were carried away 
into Babylon wi 
and the Princes, And thus you ſhall 


ſee the Church complains, Prod. 10. 

1. Why ftandeſt thou ar off O Tord, 
Why bid then thy: ſelf in nme. of : 
renble s And thus David com- 
plains, Pſa; 13. 11 How long. wilt . 
col forget e Lord ſer ce, how | 
dong Welder des bids thy: ace from we 'S 
Aud thus fobeo ts, 70 24. 


bene 4% ie i face. 


with King Pesouiab, ; 


hol | 


— * 
„ 
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| when a people can againſt 


ho 
| of ſence, can believe in be 


ar * n 
— 


is bad Times, % 


er, and thou haſt covered thy ſelf with 
# cloud that our prayer ſhould not 
paſs through. 


But you may ſay, Why doch God 


ſometimes ſeem to caſt off his own 
people? 

J anſwer : He doth it foe theſe 
reaſons: 


|. Firſt, God would hereby teach Reaf.1) 
| us to live by faith, and not by figbe 

and ſence onely : "if there were no 
tryals, if there were no deſerſions 


not temptations, there would be no 
exerciſe of faith at all: but _ 


lie ve in hope, that is, 


Promiſes, and can depend upon 
God at that time when he pry to 
caſt them off, and can hang upon 
the Promiſes as the earth is ſaid to 
hang upon nothi 

el 9 — faich indeed. 


Secondly, God doth 1 it, to * Roaſ 2: 


bis prope ro; keſiect upo 


"ſenſible 


DF 
” 
* 5 EY 
* 
- 
- - 1 
# * 
. 2 


boldefÞ me for thy . And chus 
the Prophet feremiah complains, 
Lam. 3. v.8; and 44. Alſo when 7 
| cry and ſhout he ſoutteth aut my pray: 


- 


this is the life, Job BY. 7. 1 


- 


* 
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2 
4 


Teal 4. 


ſenũible of their unkindneſs in turn- 
ing their backs upon him, and that 
therefore it were juſt wich him to 


turn his back upon them for ever. 


Thirdly, God doth it for this | 
end, to teach his people bow to 


prize his preſence at a higher rate, 
that he may indeer the mercy of his 


perpetual abode : impriſonment 
makes liberty ſo much the ſweeter, - 
and war (we know ) makes-peace | 
ſo much the ſweeter;. and health is 
moſt wellcome when it brings with | 
it recommendation from ſickneſs. 
If it were with us as it is in Green- 


land, or with thoſe that live farre 


Northward, that we ſhould en joy 
the light of the Sunne but onely for 
five or fix moneths in the year, how- 
welcome would the Sunne be te us 
then: ſo Gods hiding away his face 
ſometimes, makes his preſence the 
ſweeter and the more welcome 


to us. 


And then fourthly, God ſome- | 
times ſeems to deſert his people, that 


they may not deſert him; for ſhould 


we alwayes enjoy the ſmiles of 
bis face, we ſhquld quickly grow 


— 


, . r, e 9 


proud. 


ned; bur yet this is as true, that 
While we live here upon earth, we 


— 


in bad Times. 


| proud and wanton, and ſhould ceaſe 


to ſeek him ſo early as otherwife we 


would do; and therefore 
deals with us as the Nurſe doth that 
hideth her ſelf from her Childe, to 


make the Childe cry after her; fo 
God ſometimes leaves us, that we 
may ſeek him the more earneſtly, 
and follow him the more cloſely. 
Hoeſ.5.15. 1 will goe and returnts 


n place ( ſaies God) til they ac- 
knowledge their offences and ſeek my 
Face, in their «ffiiftion they will ſcek 


we early. Tis true indeed, our com- 
fort conſiſts in communion with 


God for if he hide bis face from us 


the ſteps of our ſtrengeh are ſtreight- 


can never enjoy a ſull and conſtant 
communion with our God, becauſe 
there is a mixture of corruption 
with grace. We are in a mixt con- 
dition here below, it is neither night 


nor day with us, but partly night Tech. 14. 


and partly day, and as leng as we 
art in a mint condition, fo long we 
have need of a mixt manifeſtation. 


'- Fifthly and laſtly, God doth 


ſometimes 


A 
+ 
8 


24 
R ®* *F 1 
ea. F. 
* 2 
— *. 7 
# 4 ; 
* 2 — 3 
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fomerimes ſeemingly caſt off bis peo- 
ple, and doth deſert us that he may 
not deſert us; I mean God doth 
ſometime⸗ geſert us in ourtemporal 
comforts, that he may not deſert us 
in our ſpiritual comforts; ard God 
ſometimes deſertsus in our ſpiiitual - 
comforts, that he may not deſert us 
it out- ſpiritusl graces, and he de- 
ſerts us ſometimes in one taca, that 
be may not deſert us in anatber | 
grace; as for example, God ſome- 
times deſerts us in prayer, that he . 
may ſtrengiken che grace of humili- - 
ry! ii a ord, God defertsus fora | 
while; tnt de may, not deſebt us 
fot ever; Gol deſerts us ima little 
wrath, that he may not deſert us in 
ever wrath, that wrath that 
burns in hell to all eternity. Thus 
you have the firſt branch of the Do- 
Arine opened to you, 7b God! 
doth ſometimes Jenny cafroff 5 
Peep. 
| t Fe 2 770 . —_ 
— vet really caſt off his people; 
they 5 Bu; be Sant | 
erh Vet © they ers never cult of, | 
: and the ogh they na be dejected, | 
7 yet 


— 


i in bad Times. 


| yet they ſhall never be reje@ted; and 
they may be leſt for 6a ol 

4 y ſhall never be caſt a way. 
Haar 8.9. But thou art Iſrael: my. 
| ſervant, facob whom I bave choſen, 
II bave wh, thie and not caſt thee 


* 
** OW IO FY 


26 gd ** 


Jaoob and Iſrael, for t bea art 
my ſeruam ] have formed thee, thox 
art m ſervant O Iſraei thou ſpali not 
| be forforten of me. True indeed, the 
; righteous, that is Godsown people 
* ee — 
8 ] ſaken me, and Lord bathforg 
n 8 „14. But ! 

God anfwers; u 15, 16. Cn ha 
nun forget ber ſucking Childe, this 
1 foe SRO have compaſſios on the 
] ſon of ber ; yea they may forper, 
yet will not I forget . j 2 
1 | bave graven thee upon the palms of my 
©] hands, thy walls are continnatly be- 

ere me. Take but one Scripture 
I more, and it is a full Scripture, Per. 
„ 37: 36,37. If thoſt ordiwarices(of the 
Sun, Moon, and Stars) cas depart 
1 from before me [aith rhe Tori, then 
5 be ſeed of Ifrael alſi f Ceaſe from 
7 


Ling 4 nation before me for ever: 


4 mr 


* N | Tu | 


|. And I. 44. 21. Remember - 
het 


— 
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I2 
T hws{aith the Lord, if heaven above 5 
can be meaſured, and the foundation m 
of the earth be ſearched out beue at h, | cri 
I will alſo caſt off all the ſeedof Iſrael] 
for all that they have doue ſaith the | n 
Lord: But that can never be, the] g 
ordinances can never be changed, | 
( faith God) therefore I will never I gt 


| | Reaſ. 1. 


Reaſ.2. ; 


| In. 
denn repentauce, Rom. 11:29, He ; 


caſt off my People. And would you 
know the 'reafons. of this ſecond} hi 
branch of the doctrine, I ſhall give] 4 
you theſe four brie fly. 1 

Ihe firſt is drawn from the immu - 
tability of Gods Councel, the fean · 
dation of God fandeth ſure, having. 
this ſeal, the Lord kyoweth them that 
are bu. 2Tim.2.19. Gods ꝑreat de · 
ſign, he councel he had in his boſom! 
before the world began, it was to: 
ſa ve his Elec. Now ſaith God, my tl 
councel ſhall ſtand. 


The ſecond may be drawn from 
the uuchangeableneſs of his love; [ 
bave loved thee ( (aith God ) withas] 
qverl-ſting love, Jerem, 31.3. and} fr 
the gifts, and calling of God are with-\ 


ſpeaks of thoſe gifts that flow from 
election and from effectual calling, 
„ 


5 r . 
— 


in bad Times. © 
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13 


„ 


"1 theſe gifts God never repents of, 


1 mon gifts he beltows upon hypo- 
| crites. | 
But here it may be objected; May 


| cauſe him ſometimes to repent? 
I anſwer, No. True indeed the 
| fins of Gods people may hinder the 
manifeſtation and the diſcoveries of 
his love, and may cauſe a fatherly 
1 diſpleaſure in him towards them, but 
they cannot utterly take away his 
U-] love: as the bndutifullneſs 'of a 
. ſonto his father, may cauſe his father 
to hide his face from him, but yet 
be doth not diſinherit him or caſt 
— him off: as all our fins when they 
to 
my 


om 
51 
Au] 
d ; 
th. 
He 


not take away Gods love from him 


his love from eus now, eſpecially 
when by the blood of his ſon they 
are purged away. 


from the ſtedfaſtneſs of Gods Cove- 
nant, and the Promiſes wrapt up in 


om be wot ſe with God : though my 


| though he may repent of the com- 


e not the fins of Gods own people 


were laid upon Chriſts back, could 


then, ſo neither ſhall they take away 


it. 2 Sam. 23.5. Altbougb my bouſe 


nf 93 il 
ele — 


The third Rea ſon may be drawn Reaſ. 3. 
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beni; hath not ach not been rightly order- WW. 
ed, and though my political 80”; 
vernment hath had mavy failings in 
it as I have been a King and a Magi- 8 
ſtrace, gee ( ſaith David) he har 
; with me an everlaſting Cove 
| ene de in all things, and ſure, 
for ibis is all my ſalvation, and all my 
Are, alihong h be make it not to grows 
though I ; ſhould break Corcnan e 
with God, God will not break Co- 
Hebr. 10. venant with me: God ( you mi i 
rh know.) is free in promiſing and 
faichfull in performin 75 and if wi 
believe not, yet he abideth faith full 
be cannot * bimſelf, 2 Tim. 2. 13 
God can as ſoos ceaſe to be God a 
ceaſe to be a faithfull God; it is al 
act of mercy in Godto promiſe, b | 
having promiſed, tis then anace 
juſtice ſor God to performe whath 
hath promiſed. 

'Fourthly, God works the hed 

of his people ſo that they ſhall a 
here and cleave to him, A 
pn bim: now where God ſees: 1 
Ir inner unwilling to -foriak 
im, God is as unwilling to forſalal 
debe What ( faith God) : { 


| thok | 


FEAST PEE It Bids. pe hn Ht Tap tapes © ear Ar CeBIT b 
a * 7 5 7 * rs 4 N Won 


| Sn 
8 F< yo * : ach — 
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S q thou keep cloſe to me, and cleave to 
e ſtill, and hang upon me though l 
to caſt thee off, why then if 
i doeſt thus cleave to me 1 will 
eleave to thee, I will vever leave thee 
wor forſake thee, Heb. 13. 5. In which 
place, it is well obſer ted, there are <4 
8 than five negatives, I w "Ov wi o» | 
| Twillnor, Iwill not, I wil ne. ai, i © 
ver, ue ver leave thee nor forſake thee. af by 
8 80 b 900 ſee now the Point proved to 7 Fo. 
you in both the branches of it; Firſt, 
That God doth- ſometimes ſeemingly 
loafoff hi people. But ſecondly,” He 
never doth, be never can * caſt 
them off. 
For che Uſe of this Point: 
| Firſt, By way of Inſtruction or Te x: 
FAdmonition | it ſhould teach us this 
Heſſon, namely, to learn to be ac- 
[quired with, and not to be ſtran- 
gers to the manner of Gods deal. 
ſings towards his own Children; 
ake -heed of entertaining hard 
1 of God, though thou maiſt 
de under — and preſſures, in- 
| ward, outward, inward temprations 
aud defertions, or outward affli- 
ion add miſeries, yet take heed of 
murmuring 


4a) 
>” a 


| 16 "God great Tare 7 155 good rel. 


mutmuring againſt God, yea though! ; 


he ſeem for a while, to bide his face! 
from thee it is true indeed we ſhould | 
be very ſenſible of the lealt frown of 
our fathers face, and of the leaſt of 


his withdrawings from us, as David 
in the like caſe Pſalm; 30.7. Th 


didſt bide thy face (ſaith he) a 


was troubled, 100K as it is wich a lite | 
Child that bath Joſt its Mother in 


the fields, it cryes, and lifts up Ws 


note, my Mother, my Motber, ſo 


much more when God is gone, 
ſhouJd we cry out, alas, where i s my 
God, Ol where is my Lord, how 


ſhall I meet with him, whom my ſoul 
loveth, for if God de gone, light is 
gone, life is gone ; yea, hope, joy, 
pea celand all is gone; therefore we 
ſhould: be ſenſible ( I ſay )of Gods 
withdrawings from us: I but yet 
not ſo ſenſible as to deſpair, and to 


ſink down in deſpondency, for God 


will come, and mercy will come, Peace 
and joy will come, yea Chriſt and 
comfort will come; as Mr Glover the 
Martyr, he found no comfort, till he 
came to the Stake, and then he cryed 
out, O he 55 come, be 5 #5 come, ee 

| | che 
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ay the Holy Ghoſt was come: the long. 
eſt nigh;-will have its day, and 
though ſorrow may be fora night, 
yet joy will come in the morning, 
LY therefore believe and wait, ſal 
a David, Plal. 40. 1. In waiting. I 
Y have waited, and mint tyes fail while 
y 1 wait for my Cod, - Plal.69,3. And 
die pray ard wait, and lic at the feet of 
38'F mercy and wait, and be humble and 
"Fs wait, for certainly they that wait 
10% vpon God ſhall never be.aſhamed of 
JF their waicing.Thatis the firſt Uſe for 
e i oe fi, 
-,.; Secondly, Here is matter for Hu · Kſe 2. 
milration to all or moſt of Gods ſer- 
ants, J may ſpeak. (1 am afraid) 
Lot only my own heart, but the 
hearts of many of you here preſent, 
hat cauſe have we to be bumbled 
ever mbalicf, and our run of 
Gods power, and providence, and 
Y promiſes? if we are in any ſtreights, 
Ohow ready ate we to cry out, the 
eee ee eee 
Jl forgotten; me; and ti in Vain to wait 164. 40.14 
| 5 Cod any, lunger > truely theſe as 
Fare the murmurings and complain» 
I ings of our hearts 0 we are very apt 
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jealous that God will not be as good 


mit the holy One of 270 we Art 


| I principally aim at) for Exhorts : 


The ert is is this; » Tf it ke thus, 


to de fuſpitious of God; and God, and to have! 
hard thoughts of our Father, to be 


as his word: we queſtion his truth 
and faichfullneſs ; wecan truſt bim 
for our eternal, but not for au 
temporal deliverance: the truth is] 
we are ſhort ſpirited and: loath to 

wait; he that believes makes mot! 
haſte, but we have ſo little faith that 
we make haſte, and are ready to Ing ; 


© op fu os 1 


r „ 


| ſhould be baabicd ada Ge ye 


the ſight of our Od. iar 
But thirdly (and the Uſe whick 1 
, 
tion: two Exhortations of greatif Jo 
importance I have to commend ef 
you, (and then I ſhall clo ſe np high”? 
Point onely with a word of Co 10 
fort.) : 


el 


Go 


though God may ſometimes ſeem It 
caft off his people, yet he doth n 4 
ver really caſt them off: Then I bi 
ſeech you make this ſure to you 2 
hay 


Cong __ that you arc of the nun 7 
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eber of Gods people, elſe you can 
have no comfort from this Do- 
ctrine, for yon ſee he is call'd here I 
in the Text the God. of Iſrael: be "4 
4 ſure you are Gods Ifrael, and then -A 
J this Doctrine will afford you abun- 
i$4 dance of comfſorr. 
4 Bur you will ſay to me, How fhall 
we know and be aſſured that we are 
4 Gods people, and that God is our 
| God, and will be our God where: 
of ever we are, and in what condition 
e, ATHENS 
Io this ] anſwer, Content not 
iu your ſelves with generals, that you 
are profeſſors of Religion, that you 
have the ſtile of Chriſtians, and the 
bare naked name of Chriſftianity, for 
eon know what is ſaid of the Church 4 
Jof Sarde; Rev. 3. 1. Then haſt 4 5 
Hi vme t hat t hon liveſt, and art dead. : 5 
As now firſt}, do not content your 
Iſelves that you are profeſſors of the 
2 Goſpel, when others are oppoſets of 
che Golpel, for e Top TY 
h aof the Goſpel may periſh everla- 
Ib eęly. Matth. 7. 22.23. Many vi! 
eto me in that day, Lord, Lord, 
ade we not propheſied"in thy name, 
od | "4 - 


- be | 8 | aud 


Z 
x 


* 


*% 


A 


10 0 + great care reof his good Peale 


aud in thy name have caſt out Devils, 
aid in thy name done many wonderful 
Works ? haye we not fat at thy Ta- 

ble, been admitted to the Sacrament; 

c:? yet our bleſſed Saviour will 


Fay, Depart {rom me, Ihnow you nor, || |< 

though you have been profeſſors. 
And ſecondly, Content nor your 

ſelves with this, that you [frequent 


. Ordinances, when others it may be 
deſpiſe chem (and ſo from Sceptis 


ciſmeturn to Atheiſme, as many de 


at this day) for you. ſhall read © 


ſome Exel. 3 3.3 ˖, 3 2. that did fi 


before God like his people, and de Bl 


lighted it hearing the Prophet Ex! 
iel, and his Doctrine was to ihe 
as ſweet as muſick, they heard th 
With delight ( ſsich God to his Pref © 
phet) and with their month they ſhe 


much love, but though they bear 1 
word. vet bey will not do them, fi 


their heart goeth after their cov 
9 It is not enough to fre 
. inances, content not youſ 
elves therefore with that. 5 


_.-Thirly, Content not your ſely 4 
$5: this, that you are free fro “ 
Fol and ne the Pha 
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riſee Lal: 18 11. could ſay, Cd 
thank thee that I am not as other men 
are, extortionr a, unjuſt , adultercys, 
t. or even as thy Pablicas, 
il Fourthly, Content not your 
„ {elves wich this, that you have bet- 
ter partsthan other men; it may be 
url thou haſt excellent gifts in prayer, 
nel chou halt a voluble tongue, a fluent 
bel expreſſion of thy ſelf, and art enrich- 
ed with knowledge, and canſt diſ.- 
del pute for the truth, O do not reſt 
off farisfied with this, for Chriſtianity 
fi is © matter of grace rather than f 
gifts, gifts are but the common 
work of Gods Spirit, and are many 
times, nay for the moſt part beſtow- 
Jed upon caſtawayes, giſts are for 
others good more than for our on 
god, whereas grace proceeds from 
Gods peculiar love, ard grace is be- 
ſtowed for our own good more than 
for the good of others; remember 
ibis therefore, a man may go to hell 
notwithſtanding all his gifts. 
And fifthly, Do not content your 
ſelves that yon are joyned with 
Gods people, and have the appro- « 


eng barion of them bar are godly, als 
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3 godly men may be deceived, they 
\, _ -— maythinka great deal better of vou 
3 than there is cauſe; conſider what F ; 
| the Apoſtle faith, 2 Cor. 10.18. Not | 
he that commenateth himſelf is appro- 

ved, hut he whom the Lord commena- | 

eth; ſo may I ſay, not he that man 
commendeth is approved of God, 
but he whom God commendeth: | 

there are not any of all theſe out- 

ward priviledges of Gods people 

but an bypocrite may bave chem, 
and may go as fare in them ag the? 
maoſt ſincere profeſſour in the worſd. 
But you may lay, What ſnall I do 
that I may be aſſured that God is 
my God, and that I am one of his 
people whom he will not caſt off? 
Frethren, you muſt know that the 
Fnquiry mult be made from within, 
| from your own bofoms. Gal. 6. 4 
Let every man grove bus own work 

8 and t ben. ſball he have rejoycing iu bi m- 
( feulf;alontgaud not in auot her. That is, 45 
1 One comments well upon the Texe; 
ttb a mans rejopeing may be in the 
teſtimonꝝ of his «wn conſcience, and 
not in the applauſe of another mau 
tongue: you mult look-1 ſay from! 
ny: 1 within, 
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within, that this your rejoycing be 
the teſtimony of a good conſcience; 


that you may have, as St 70 hn Caith, 


1 70h. 5. 10 the witneſs is your ſelves: 
Conſider therefore what are che a- 
Rings of your ſouls towards God, 


and then yon may know what Gods 


#&ings aretowards you. Now the 
«Rings of your fouls towards God, 
may be difcerned and diſcovered by 
theſe ſix of ſeaven evidences, I be- 


on mark them. #4 
alle ce you choo ſe God 
God, for your Tord and 
— can ven chose to ſerve him; 


45 well as to bejultified and ſaved by 
bim? Chriſts — — call'd a 


ſeed that wil ſerve him, Fa. 22.30. - 
% um,; i hall be accoun- Ze 
ted to the Lud for a generation:a ſeed 
fall ſerve him: it is a good obſerya- 
tion of St Auſtin, The carnal man Utuntuir 
(faith he) doth but make uſe ef God Des ut u. 
that he e May enjoy-the world; I bat ow d mine 
the comtrary, a godly fintere Chriſtian 4 1 
dotb but make uſt of the world that be | 


oy (he 


gain ſecondly, At your own 
Wan this queſtion; who is your 
. 
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Counſellor, or who do you conſult | 8 
withall in the times of your doubts, 
and fears, and-ſtreights, and dan- 
gers; do you confulrwith God, or 
do you conſult with fleſh and blood? 1 
This is the Churches argument, Pſal. | | 
48.14. For this God is our God for f 
ever and t ver, he will be oun guide ves 
unto death. Now do you do thus, da 
yon conſult with God, are you gvid - T- 
ed by bis Spirit, or are you guided | | 
be ſpirit of che world: S* Paul 17 

d not conſult with fleſh: and 1 
ond, do-:you conſult, Ategethen -; 
with the world? thus 8 12 
t 

I 

f 

r 

1 

| 


the world, thus and thus do I eſteem 
the world, why let the world and 
all the world be liars,and God onely 
true, he'iv to be Fonlulted with and. I 
not the world. - . - ; 
Thirdly, Ask your "as oe, ; 
ſtion, What is your refuge, what is |} c 
your ſupport i in the day of your 48 4 £ 
gers and diſtreſſes, what do vou c 
moſt of all truſt to is the day of your 
calamity? Come tri in chertota, 
and ſome in beende we will remem- | 
ber the name. of Lord var God, 
-Plal.20. 07. Some ruſt in — ts ; 
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that is in their carnal policies, and 
in the ſhifts and fetches of their own 
brains ; and ſome again truſt in their 
wealth, The rich maus wealth i hu 
ſtreng City, Prov. 18. 11. and ſome 

truſt in the favour of great men, | 
whom Feremiab ſaies, Curſed be Jet. 13.5. 
the man that truſteth in man, au 
male th fleſh bis arme and ſome 

truſt in one thing, and ſome in 

another, I but canſt thou ſay: with 

David, Plal.71.3. Be thou my:ftrong 
habitation, where unta I may com inn. 

ally reſort : let others truſt;in ais 

and truſſ in that, I but P will not 

truſt in my ſword, nor in my bow; - 

neither in my wealth, nor wit, nor 

friends, nor in my carnal reſuges I 

regard none of theſe,” but i+*irgood Ff. 3. 2b 
I for me to draw nigh to God, it is good 4 
for me to keep cloſe to Gad in cv ee 
is ol righteonſneſs, if I keep my inte- 
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\ fuge?Thacis a third evidence wheres 


this queſtion,” Whoar 
Monch 2 ll 


grity, my integrity will keep me; 
canſſ thou thus make God thy re- 


by thou: maiſt k] thou att ono A 
thoſe, whom God wilſ not calle off. 3 
t'thou ay | $079.29 © 
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ſhall be thy reward at the great day? | 
.canſt thou ſay my record is in Hea- 
8 ven and my reward alſo is in Hea- 
| Plat 109. Wem thut though men render me evil 
ier good, and hatred for my love; yet. 
farely. my judgments with the Lord, 
nd my work with my God, Iſa. 49.4. 
for it is obſetved. that the fame He. 
brew word that ſigaiſies work, ſig 
milies alſol a ye mu] and it is a 264 1 
1 pbſervation, that Gods work! is our 
wages, itis reward enough for kf wh 
doſervice for God :Now.canft thon 
tay, what reward ſocvyer 1 have 

_ © hefe'on earth br what injury ſoe- 
ver I meet with from men, yet Hot: | 
Withſtanding I have my reward in 
„Heaven; therefore if my enemy 
2 Fel _ cad feed him, if he thirſt] 
can give him driak, I can overceme 
evil with goodneſs, and all becauſe. 

I bave my reward in Heavens, But 

on the contrary, moſt miſerable is 

the condition > chat man chat bath | 

Dis reward here on earth, and bis 
portion bere below? It ib aid Aar. 
8. T Phariſees have their re. 
2 75 ward, that is, all that ever they can 
1 0 pr,asche wry bgnifies. 5 | 
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> 8 - Butchenfiſthly;” Ask thy ſoul this 
- F - queſtion; Hath God the ſupremacy 
in thy heart, hath he the higheſt 
room, hath he the beſt room in thy 
t ſonl?' haſt thou ſet up a Throne for 
God in thy heart, whereas hereto. 
fore ſelf· love and the creature have 
been ſet up above God, I but now 
whatever thou affect or eſteemeſt, 
thon affeReſt and eſteemeſt it onely 
in order to God, and in him and 
for him; canſt thou ſay, I am reſol- 
ved I will not hinder nor break m 
peate with Ood to keep peace with 
men, O God forbid I fnould do ſo: 
as à common ſouldier doth not 
n | break the command of his Captain. 
I tbough he do not obey his Captain, 
8 if the. General command the con- 
trary, ſor the Generall muſt be obey⸗- 
ed though all the joferiour Officets 


rde diſpleaſed: ſo here God muſt be 


obeyed, his voice muſt be hearkued 

to, though all the world, and all the 
Princes of che world ſhould com- 
mand the contrary, Gods command 
muſt ſtand, it is a good rule * 


N n prejudice to any humate. 


authority, 0 prefer Gods authority, 
| | R 0 N wh ad beford, % ; 
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before it for ifto preſerye the deareſt 
en 1 we have in the world mw 


break our peace with:God, | 


Lord is able to daſh all tlie — — | 


ſhall never have the kernell of 


the. merey : But on the contrary, | 
if we keep our peace with God, we 
ſhall be {ure to find in him, what - 
ever. we deny for him, riches, ho- 
nours, friends, liberty, comforts, f 
or any thing, we ſhall ha ve all in 
him, and all will be ſo much the 
ſweeter to us, as they ſpring from 
He e Fountain, and are not convey- 
to us by the Ciſtern, as they were 


before. This is a fifth queition I 


propound to you, or an evidence 
hereby you may know whether 


we expect from that enjoy ment, and N 
to make it either a dead content- 
ment, or elſe a torment to us, that we 

8 ſhall. have ( as he ſaid) the; gifts of Þ} - 
God without God bimſelf, we may | 
have the ſhell of the /mercy, bur 


you are Gods people: Can you thus 


ſer. yp « Throne for God in your * 


hearts, that he ſhall. haye the ſu- 


— and his authority ſhall 
obeyed, whogver be Gilpleaied, : 
ebene Sixt bly, 1 


in bids Fire. 


3 Can van be SR 
wich God for your portion? (thatis 
another evidence I would propound 
end. that if you were to chooſe 
a thouſand ti mies, you would chooſe 
no other God but him,  Pfal; 73:25. 
Whom have I in Heaven but thee, and 
there is none upon earth that I tebre 
bees thee, nothing/ bur thyſelf o 
bleſſed God, can give. ſatisfaction 
to my immortal ſoul ; if I have but 
thee, though I be as Poor as 7ob up- >- 
on the dunghill, yet I am rich — 
J enough, I will ſay with David, the Pſa. 26. 6. 
j- ff bnes are fallen unto me in cee | 
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* places, ta 1 bare 4 good! Gre, 
n- | becaufethe Lord him elk is my por 
e tion. Now if you can Ts. chooſe . 
n | God; you may conclude. that God 


hath c choſen: you; if you can thus 
love God, you may certainly con- 
celude, — God loves vou; and if 
you are his people, you may be aſ. 2 
er ſured he is your God, and will ever 
continue to be your God, that! is the = 
ir Y fixth evidene. - 4 
Io the ſeventh and la. place.Call | 
pour ſelves to an account, and ſeo 
whether ye be Gods Iſrael, yea, or 
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no, for you ſee God is the God of 3 
E. Tfrael, will! not caſt off his 
1a. 44.21. People; his Iſrael, bon ant Ifrael, 
1 my ſervant, I will wot caft thee aj; 
Pla. 5 3. 1. the place I named before, and 1 
ly Cod is good to Iſrael, even ta ſuch 
Gal. 6. 16. a4 are of u citan heart, and peace” 
9 ſhall bewpon the Iſrael of God. Tell 
me therefore are ꝙeu true ¶raeliim, 
are you Nas hange/cm whom thereis 
no guiſe, can you turn the inſides 
8 of your Spisits out unto God, and 
+ Pal. 139. ſay, {earch m. 0 Lord, and know : 
+ 23524, my heart t ne, and know my 
j thong lier, und ſee if ubrre be any way | 
of wickeand{ria vi A bamof den; 
but there 4s wicked nef in me, but 
ſee if there be any way of wickeds | 
| neſs, any co#r/e of ſin in me, ſo that 
| Imke aeradt of fin, he that is born 
afl ef God doth not practiſe fin; Nobo 
1. 3/9. he doth not ſay he doth not 
ſin at all, but he doth not make 4 
Trade of fin as the word ſignifies. 
Canſt thou ſay, Lord thou knoweſt, 
in the uprightneſs of my heart 
J ſpeak it, thete is not ene Duty, 
dut i would ſubmit ro it, and would 
Willingly practiſe it; there js * 1 
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. fi n that] allow in me, Iwonld abhor, 


I would deteſt and reformevery ſin: 
And can you ſtrive more to be reli- 
gious, than to ſeem to be religious, 


and do you endeavõur to exceed the 


beſt opinion that ever any had of 
you? and do you love a faichſull, 


_ Joul ſearching Mniſtry? that is a 


great ſign of ſincerity, when a man 
ran ſay, let the word pierce we, Ter 
it ſmite me, let it wound and cut 
me, lo it may cure me, let it 7055 
my in, ſo it may ſave my foul't' 

you love that Miniſtry, that RP re 
moſt a6 the quick, 85 that difco- 
vers moſt of Four ſetret corruption 
to vou? If it be thus with you, 


it is a ſign you are Gods Iſrael, and 


therefore a people, whom he will 
never caſt off + the Lord will be 
your God now, and at death, and 
after death, and to all eternity. 
But now on the contrary (and C 
pray mark it) if you be ſach as 


- chooſe the World for your Portion, 


rather than God for your Portion, 
if the world haye the cream of your 
affe&ions, if it have the higheſt 


ty ſeat and room. in your hearts, if 
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 - Yoube ſuch as ſeek the world, more 


than God, earth more than heaven 
(for ss I have ſometimes. told you 
he that ſeeks earth, more than 
heaven, may well get earth, but he 
ſhall never get heaven) if you ſer ve 
the world more than God, and if 
you be ſuch who truſt in men more 
than you. truſt in. God; if you be as 


eib the Apoſile ſpeaks, lover of pleaſures 


more than lovers of Cod; ina word, 


if you be hypocrites having onely 


a form of godlyneſs without the 
power of it; if yon be Apoſtates 
falling from your principles and 


il from your.own profeſſion, and draw | 
uncb. 10. back (O] faith God, That man 
that draws hack, my ſoul ſball haue 
no pltaſure in him.] If you be ſuch 
as are, impevicent, and ſtubborn, 1b 
and unreſormed under all correcti- | 1 
ons, and under all inſtructiors, that 
The lead is conſumed, and the bellowes | 
barnt., and all to no purpoſe ; if all” I 
means uſed for your reformationare 


ineffe@tuall, that . no, good , bath 
been wrought upon yon, after ſo. 


many Sermons, after fo many. I 
warnings, ater ſo many correcti- 
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ons, after ſo many checks of con- 
I ſcience after-ſo many knockings at 
the doors of your hearts by the ſpi- 
| | rit of Godzif it be thus with you, then 
vou may fear you are in the number 


of choſe that God will caſt off, and 

caſt away, rer. 6, 30. Reprobate ſil- 
ver ſhall men call thim, becauſe the | 
Lord hath rejefled them z Ide Lord I 
bach caſi them off for ever: O chat 
te Lord would make ſome of you, 
I your own judges, by theſe ſeaven 
; | interrogatories, .] have nom pro- 

{ Pounded to you; by-cheſe and the like 
diſeoveries you may know whether 
vos ere in the number of thoſe this 
Doctrine dere ſpeaks of, that 
God will never caſt off ; this is the 
bayer the comfort of this Doctrine 
make ins ſure to your ſelves, that 

My ſecond exbortstion is this, 
If God will never caſt off hi people, _ 
bis Vrael, as it is here in che Text, - 


a 


a 72D c 
* 
OY "TT NOT xk 


+ © beisthe Ged of Iſrael, when 1/ra-: 
el is in captivity. Tben l beſeech 
ou, let it be a powerſull perſwaſſ-⸗ 4 
es to every one of u, chr feng 
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Joh. 3. 
1 8. 


Job 15.4. 


ä ſtacy, wherein ſome fall from their 


are ſome that caſt off love to Chriſt] | 
bis truth and ſervants; and that caſt : 


God is unwilling to caſt us off, that 
we wouldbe unwilling r0:caſt God. 


off; will not God caſt off his people, 


then let us who are his people, re- 
ſolve never to caſt off him: how 


| ſweet and ſavoury, is that councel 


of Poſhnait to the Iſraeſites, but cleave 
unto the ori Jour. Cod a ye haut 


dont unto the Hay. O! :cleave'to: 


this God: we live im times of Apo- 


principles, others fall from their 
profe (fon „And others f from. 
the prackife 'of A Godty fe, 
the wofull Xpoftacy, defection, and 


backſſiding of theſe: times of outs r | 


that white Eliphas falſely charged 
upon Fob, mi betratychar op 
an 


an many Profeſſorꝭ in th 

thou'ca eſt off fear, and- e 
prayer before God, There zre many 
in theſe dayes that caſt off the fear of. 


God, and walk 1 in wayes of liberti- 


niſm, and /Ioofneſs, and tbar' caſſ 


off dury' towards God, endduty to. 


wards their Soperiours; and thert 


off his Ordinances too. Ol che 
#4 
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in bad Times, 


Lord open their eyes, that they 
may ſee what a Wilderneſs they have 
brought their poer ſouls into, be- 
ing without Gods great mercy, at 
the very gates of death and ever- 


laſting ruine; but I beſeech you 
my brethren,” be not Fou' of this 


number, but as God ſpeaks in the 


like caſe, though Iſrael play the Har- Hoſ. 4.15. 
hot, yet let not Judah offend, lo may 


I ſay, though many Apoliate and 


backſlide in theſe daies, yet be not 


you in che number of ihem, be not 


vou Apoſlates and backſliders,”' 1 


beſeech you tell me what hath God 


1 done that you ſhould caſt him off? 


come and teſtifſie againſt him this 
day wherein hath he done you hurt? 
what iriquity have yon found in 
God, that you are weary of him? 
as Our Saviour fairh, John 10032. 
mau) good 'works, haut I ſbe wid yon, 


| | F from my" Father for which of thoſe 


works de you ſome unte ? So ma 
1 ſay to yon, many mercies hat! 
God beſtowed upon you, mercy 


aft} band, and merciesof his left hand, 


mercies poſitive, and, mẽreies pri- 


vative, 


* 


fa 
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vative, mercies in hand, and mercies 


in hope, now for which of alltheſe 
mercies have you caſt him off? O 
hearken to that counſeſl 2 Chron 15. 
2. The Lord s with you while ye be 
with him, and if ye ſeck him he will © 
be found of you, but if ye forſake dim 
be will forſcke you; 111 ou caſt hm 
off here, he will caſt you off at that 


great day, when you would give 1. 


all the world for one ſmile of his | 


face. 287 


The laſt. Uſe: of this Doctrine is 
this, Doch not God really caſt off 
his people when be doth it ſeeming- 
ly?. is. he T/ſracls God when Iſrael is 
in captivity? chis then is matter of 
unſpeakable comfort to all Gods! 
people, to all true Nathanaels whoſe 
hearts are ſincere and upriglit; in the 1 
. midſt; of all their ſtreights, and 
. doubts, and fears, in the midſſ of all 


their troubles, and tryals, and dan- 
gen, and diſtreſſes whatſoever: what 
though God caſt thee upon thy bed 
of ſickneſs, where thou maiſt meet 
with ſtrong pains, yet he will not 
caſt thee into priſon, yet he will not 


— 


4 


caſt thee off: and what though God 


— 
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in bad Times. r 
caſtthee off: & what thovghGod caſt 
thee into captivity; and into a Land 
olf ärangers and bondage, yet he will 
not caſt thee off: Nay what though 
God caſt thee into ſuch a condition, 
t bat thou art out of the reach of hu- 
mane help, as in the eaſe of diſtra- 
ction and deſertion; in the cafe of 
diſtraction, none can reſtore the uſe 
ol reaſon but he that gave us rea ſon; 
and in the cafe of deſertion, none 
can take off wrath from the con- 
ſcience but he that ſet it on. What 
though God caſt thee into ſuch a 
condition, rhat thou walkeſt in dark- 
neſs and ſreſt no light, yet God will 1 
not caſt thee off ; Nay.whatthough _ © * 
God ſhould let looſe'Satban upon -4 
tbee fora while to buffetthee,as you 
know St Paul had an Angel of Sa- 
than to buffet him; ſo Sathan may 
de let looſe upon thee to buffet thee, 
to tempt thee with the batteries of 


at hell, why yet he will not caſt thee 
— off, nay God will ſo order it, that 
rer | 


Although bis temptation may wound 
ory thy ſoul, yet it-ſhall not hurt thy 
da foul; Then beſt thruſt ſore at mw 

f 1 J 1hat I might fall (faith David ſpeak- | 4 
9 — 85 „ Sg be 
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ing of Saul) Pſal. 18.13. bat the * 
Tord helped me.: ſo Sathan thruſts 
3 ſore at us, O many a bitter ſtroak, 
B and many a poiſoned arrow, and 
mam a fiery dart Sathan ſeeks to 
wound us with at one time or other, 
I but God is our help, God will not 
caſt us off for all that: True indeed 
We are troubled on every fide yet not 
diſtreſſed, we are perplexed but not in 
de pair: It is an elegant expreſſion 
mull in the Greek tongue, perplexed bat 
dbb. not in de ſpair, perſecuted but not fer- 
. — ſaken, caſt downs but not deſt royed: 
(ure Kc. Caſt down, I but not caſt off: we 
, may be caſt into adverſity, and be 
cee eeaſt off by men, and yet not be caſt 
off by God for all that: O what s ' 
conſolation may this be te every 
one of Gods children 1 That is an 
excellent Scripture, Iſa. 54. 10. 
For the mountains ſpall dt part, 
and the hills be removed, but my Kind- 
neſs ſhall not depart from thee, neit her 
ball the Covenart of my peace be re- 
moved, ſaith the Lord that hath mer 
ci on thee. O comfort your ſelves} 
with that Text of Scripture; there». 

_ - toreasthe Apoſtle ſaith trium Pane! 
q 54 Þ ” | V. 5 5 


2Cor. 4. 9. 
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f God of Iſrael, he is Iſraels God when 
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ly. Rom$.3 5;to che end; Who ſhall 


ſeparate me from the love of Chriſt ? 
ſhall tribulatios, or diftreſs, oriperſes 
cution, or famine, or nakedneſs or pe- 
nl, or ſword l. nay, ſaith he, in all 


_ theſe things we are mort than con- 


gmerers, We conquer when kil'd, 
kid and not deſtroyed; death may 
make a ſepara tion between body and 
ſoul, but it can never make a ſepa» 
ration between the ſoul and Chriſt; 
Neither things preſent," nor things to 
come, nor bonds, nor impriſon- 
ment, nor ſickneſs, nor baniſhment 
nor fiery Furnace,nor Lions den, nor 

Principalities, nor powers, nor life, 
nor death, nor Devils, nor any thing 
ſhall ever make a ſeparation be- 
tween God and bis people, be will 
never caſt them off in any of theſe 
conditions  O that we could but 
ſack the ſweetneſs of this conſola · 
tion, and lay it up as a Cordiall tor 
a fainting day. And thus I have 
done with the firſt Point of Do- ' 


ofche Text, the Author of this com- 


fortable meſſage, it is the Lorg, the 
Tſracl 
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T/razl is carried cuptive ; there 
fore al oy: may caſt of bis; 
people ſeemingly, yet 

caſt them off when he — bi 
them off. 1. 
It remains 1 ſhould cotae to he k 
| ſecond branch of the Text, and that 
ee ſelf, 7 with own them | - 
and achnowled Fee chem (ſaich God) 

like theſe goo, 1. But of that I 


ſhall fpeak aa. g by Gods aſſi- 
Nance in the ſurther e rde of. 
the Text. 0 18 I 


* - . 


ir Jos Times. - : 
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EE 
\ SERMON II. 
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Jeremiah Chap. 24. Verſe 5. 


Thu ſaith the Lord, the God of 
Iſrael, Like theſe good Figs,ſo wil 
1 acknowledge them that are car- 
ried away captive of Judah, whom 
Thave ſent out of thus place into the 
Lang of the Caldeans for Werke 1251 


trance I made into 
this Text; two parts 
1 ſhewed: gre con- 
4 ſiderable in it, Ihe 

{ Author of a com- 
fortable Meſſage, and the Meſſige 
ſelf: . The Author of the comfore 
table Meſſage is the Lord, deſcribed | 
here by bis relation to bis people, 
the Godof Iſrael, and this firſt branch 
I have Glparched, | 


. 
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Icome now to the ſecond branch 
of the Text, and thats the Meſſage pi 
icfelf: Wherein we have firſt tlie ſ ey 
2 ation of a Type, and then theſ co 
application of it. "Ih; 
The explication of a Type inne 
theſe words, Like, theſe good Figs go 
where the Lord informs the Prophetfir 
feremiah, what is the meaning office! 


the Viſion of the two baskets offibe 


eee 


Figs, the one of good Figs, the wb 
other of bad Figs; Like theſe goodfithe 
Figs ( ſaith God ) ſo are all theſttol 
ood or 'godly perſons whim I haut 
ſent away captive into Babylon; ſaffthe 


that God here compares the ſmallfard 


number of godly ones that were yalſeſte 


"carried captive to Babylon, to Fig 


and he compares them to good ig 


ZBut here it may be demandefzbe 
firſt, Why are theſe godly perſonfite 
compared to Figs ? | ; 


I anſwer, For thele three Reaſo 1 i 


Fitſt, Becauſe all the goodneſ they 


5 they had in them was of Gods owifGod 


planzing, 7/4, 60.2 1. The branch then 


n planting, the work of my haute. 
that I may be glorified. 14 


Second 
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Secondly, They are compared to 


e Figs, becauſe as 'Figs you know 
ie] ever. grow more and more till they 

come co a ripeneſs and maturit 
Atbat they may be fit for the Gardi- 


2 


n{ner that planted them, ſo did theſe 


5 godly perſons grow more and more 

fei in grace, till theycameto ſome ripe- 
fioels and maturity, that they might 
Abe fit for the ſervice of that God 

che who had beſtowed this grace upon 
Itchem, fit to glorifie him here, and fit 
Iro be glorified of him hereaſter. 


Aid then thirdly, As Figs when 


ſolthey are ripe they are very pleaſant: 


and delightfull, they were much 
el eſteemed and deſired among the 


ent, as appears by Hoſea 9. 10. 1 
ig e your fathers (faith God) as 


6 the firſt ripe in the Fig tree: ſo like- 
N iſe theſꝭ godly perſons that had the 


Image of God ſtampt upon them, 
And were now trees of righteouſneſs, 
hat brought forth fruit unto God. 


they were very delightfull unto God, 


od was well pleaſed with 


þahbem 5 Pal. 147. 11. The Lord i- 
„Pet pleaſure in them that fear him, 


e thoſe that hope in hus merey, (And 


C2 3 by 
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by the way you may obſerve there 
a very ſweet. conjunction ' betwee 
fearing God and putting our truſt ii 
his mercy; we muſt ſo fear the Lord 
that we ſlill put our cruſt in bis men 
cy, leſt we ſhould deſpair ; and 
put our traſt in his mercy, that u 
fear him, leſt we ſhould preſume; 
but that I quote the Scripture for 
this, the Lord delights in them tha 
fear him, and it is very much th tho 
God ſhould take delight in ſueſ be 
poor deſpicable creatures as we ate bis 
and we have a very ſtrange expreſſ git 
hon, 1 Chrox. 29.47. I know all ec 

my God that thou takeFt pleaſure W-- 
 wprightneſs: a wonderfull condelf 
cenſion, that the great God of Hei 
ven and earth ſhould take pleaſu 
in any ſervice that ſuch poor worti 
leſs worms as we are can performf 
that the Lord ſhould take pleaſurſ - 
in us, or in any thing that is in us 
but we mult know, that-yprightnel 
is the work of Gods own Spirit i 
our hearts, and therefore God fir} o 
beſtowes the graces of his Spirit up} fi 
on bis ſervants, which are cally © 
the fruits of his Spirit, and 2 18 
. _ delghl} 


* 


CI 
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a delights in his own fruits, according 
Ito that of the Pſalmiſt, 7he Lord re- Pal 104. 
ith jogceth in his own Works; that is, ins 
df che works of his ownSpirit-that he 
x hath wrought. And St Auſtis hath 
a ſweet Meditation upon it; Lord 
md (faith he) do not thou look upon my 
ann works, but look upon thy own 
418 Works in my heart z for if thou lockeft 
hafl pon my work Iſhall be curſed, but if 
haf ho lookeſt upon thy own Works I ſhall - 
ue be crowned; God takes delight in 
eff bis own works; he crowns bis own 
ell gifts not our merits in us. Thus you 
ſee why they are called Pigs. 
But tlien ſecondly, it may be de- 
manded, How theſe could be called 
Jeall good Figs, when our bleſſed Sa- 
viour ſaith expreſly, Matth. 1 9. 17. 
There is none good but One, that uu 
ich _ Tothis 1 anſwer, It is true there 
is none good but onely God, that is, 
there is none good ſo as God is 
it I good, none good in that manner 
i fic} of goodnels, none good in that mea- 
it u ſure ↄſ goodneſs that God is. 
call Firſt, God alone is originally 
en if £00d, men are good only by pärti- 
light oo C3. - cipation, 


ö 8 di great care of his good Peopl 
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cipagon, - as they partake of the 
| Sqodnefs of God, but God hath his 
goodneſs from none, he is the founs 
tain of bis own goodneſs, all the 
nefs that is in us, is a deriva- 

tive goodneſs, it is but a drop of that 
ocean of goodneſs that is in God 
look as the beams of the Sun the 
proceed from the Sun, but the Suy 
is the fountain of its own light; ſa: 
all the goodneſs that is in the creas 
ture, it proceeds from God, but God 


(Iſay) is the fountain of his o 


goodneſs, therefore none is origi 
nally good but God, that is the 
meaning of our Saviour when lie 
faith, T here is wone good but Ou, name 
960. #6: 
And fecondly, None iseſſentially 
good but God, the goodneſs of God 
it is his very nature, it is his very ei 
. ſence; for that is a true rule among 
Di vines, Mhat ſoeuver i, in God's 


Qxicquid Cod himfelf : the goodneſs of Gol 


in Deo, - * 


Deus eſt. is God himſelf, and ſothe-mercyg 


God is God himſelf, and the love of 

God is God himſelf; ifi here be an 

goodneſs in the ſom of men, it uf 
but a quality a property that's f. 


3 


pzrabley 


[ 


> did 
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parable from the eſſence; far a man 
may be a man and yet not à good 
man, but God cannot be God un- 
leſs he be good God can as ſoon 
ceaſe to be God, as ceaſe to be good, 
good neſs being eſſentially in him. 
And then thirdly, There is none 
abſolutely and perfectly good but 
onely God, God is every way good, 
ſof and he is ſo perfectly good that no- 
thing can be added to him, and no- 
oi thing can be detracted from him: 
now it cannot be ſaid of ay man 
firing upon the earth, that he is 
perfectly good, for alas our good- 
neſs is mixt with a great deal of ſin 
fullneſs and infirmity, our gold is 
mingled with a great deal of droſs, 
but God is abſolutely gd. 
And fourthly, God is unchange- 
eff] ably good, there & in him m wari- 
= ableeſs nor ſhadow of turning, Jam. 
1.17. but now it is not fo with us, 
our goodneſs for the moſt part is 
very fickle and unconſtant. | 
And then laſtly, God cals theſe gadly 
per ſons that were ſent into captivi- 
tf ty good Figs, not ſo much in re- 
| ference to their inherent ſanRik- 
C. 4. cation, 
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cation, as in reſpeR of his own gra- 

cious acceptation, he accepted them 

in Jeſus Chriſt the Saviour of the} © 

world, whoſe blood was ſhed frem . | 

the foundation of the world, and ſof - 

beholding them in Chriſt, he loekt ( 

upon them as good, as righteous, a 

i _ godlyperſons. Now obſerve (and 
At js worth our obſeryation ) that 

at this time when the land of dab { 

was filled with abominations frem ( 

y 

y 


—— 


ene end thereof unto the other, at 
this time when the iniquity of the 
land of F#d«b was beyled up to that - x 
height that it ſpued out the inbabi⸗ s 


rants of the land, at this time whe L i 
the multitude of finners provoked} t 


the Lord ſo to anger, that he firetchs} e 
ed upon them the line of Samaria 
and the plummet of the houſe ef u 
Ahab, that is, gave the ſame Cup ; 
into their bands to drink that be 
did to the ten Tribes; at this time 
' when God threatned to wipe per b 
alem as à man wipes a diſh hen h- 
turns it upſide down, as we have il 
2 King. 21. 13. yet obſerve there 
were ſome good even at this time, 
bete was a basket of good Figs, that 
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ſuch a deluge of ſin that it brought a 
mf deluge of water to drown the world, 
aff when all fleſb! had corrupted-their 

wayes upon earth, and God repent- 
ted that he had made man, and it 
1 gtieved bim at bis very heart, yet 
it is ſaid, that Noah was upright in I 
that generation; and it was a great · Gen. 5. 10. 
er honour to him to be upright in — 
chat generation, than to have been 
ef] upright in a godly generation: Li- 
jah lived in as corrupt an age Ithink.. 
as ever any man lived in, for he. 
complains be had-no-man to ſtand 

by him; O ſaies he, the children of - 3 

Iſrael have ftrſaken-thy Covenant, NG 19% 
thrown down thine Altars, and ſhain-- 

thy Prophets with the ſword, and I. 
even. Tau am left, There was not 

th ſo much as a face of Religion ap- 

„ 1 * 5. bearing, 
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gearing, and he thovght there had | 
. "nor been dne godly man left in all. 


the land of Iſrael beſides himſelf and 
yet at that very time God had ſome 
that were good, I bave ſeven thous" 


vowed their knees to Baal. In the 
ip! les of 1/rael, God yet. 
Wdb that wis fairhfufl to bim. 
Hoſea 11:12. Ephrain compaſſeth- 


me abo ut with lies, and the honſe of Þ- 


Iſrael withdeceit but? ndab yet ruleih 
Saints, In the declining times of 
Zxdah, when there was a very great 


. defection and apoſtacy, as you may, 


read 7/4.6.9,10, In hearing you ſhall: 
brar and not undirſtand, and in ſteing, 
Jy foaltfee bat not perceive: n hen 

ejr hearts were hardened ro their 


deftradion, yet notwithſtanding 


God had feremieh and Baruch, and 
a basket of good Figs, that is, thoſe: 
that were 9 5 £960, even'in che 
wort times of dub, in the times 
of their eaptivity. In che fre phet 
Tfaighs time there was a very fiafufl 


22,23, ſaigtbe Lord(complaitiog, 


- 
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ma. ( ſaics God) that have ner | 
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41 of them) How & the fairbfull Ci ß 
11.1 (peaking of 7eruſalem) become an 
dl Harlot ?* it was full of judgment, : | \ 
% Tighteonſneſs lodged init, but now © 
el murtherers : thy filver is berome - 
| dreſs, thy wine mixt with water, 
el thy Princes are rebellious, and compar 
et vient of thieves, every one lounh > | 
n. | gifts, and followeth after rewards; . | 
| they judge not the fatherleſs; neither - 
of dot h the cauſe of the widow come uns 
2 | then. Bur yet even in /ſaiahstimeE- -- - | 
there was a remnant like a Teyl . 4 
tree, and as an Oak whoſe ſuhſtance | 
is in them when they have caſt their 4 
leaves ; there ſhall be a little rem- 1.6.13. 
Last like an Oak that bath theſap '* © 
7 in it; ſo ſaies God, the holy ſeed foal - 
Rl be the feability-of it, The Church of. 
Cardio was for the moſt part hypocri- | 
J ticall and corrupt, they had a name Kev. i. 3,4 
to live when they were dead: (a juſt - 
Picture of aur Iimes:) yet Pies 
Ged. thou haft a few Names even ix. 
Sartis-which' have not defiled their 
garments, and they ſhall walk with 
me in white, for they are worthy. In 21 
the times of Arius that deſparãte he- 
g retick chat denied: the Divinity of a 
) : EL | | 3s Jeſus. e 


— — 


head 


53 Gods great care of his good People | 
? Jeſus Chriſt, ſo that the whole world 
|  Ingemuit roa ned as St Zerom obſerves, that it! 
| © orbicſefa- was turned. Arian, yet notwich- 
dan Ar- ſtanding there was an Athanaſins | 
man. that did help to bear up the truth 
- with courage and confidence againſt } 
all oppoſition : and you know in 
geen Maries dayes, when Popery. | 
was here ſetup by à Law, yet there | 
were then many faithfall ſervants of 
Jeſus Chriſt that ſealed: the truth 
with their blood, and were more 
willing to lay down their lives for 
Cbriſt, than many now adayes are] 
to part with a little of theireſtates | 
for Chriſt and for the Goſpell; ſo 
that you ſee, in the work of times, 
and amongſt the worſt of men, the 
Lord will have ſome that are good, | 
and that retain their goodneſs, | 
And. if you weuld/ know the. |. 


8 12 


Z 24. 1. Firſt, Becauſe the Kingdom of 
lleſus Chriſt is an everlaſting King- « 
; dom, of his Kingdome there bu be Þ . 
*e end, Luk. 1.33. Jeſus Chriſt will | 
have a Church here upon earth mau⸗-⸗- 


| 
{ 

| 

| 

Reaſons of it, they are theſ ( 
4 

: 


gre the miglit and malice the rage 
- and fury, the plots and projects, 1 


' RE Ty * 
S - 
- 


1 the 7 5 and bane of Sathan 
it and all his inſtruments : All the 
enemies of the Church, may as well 

ut think to turn the earth off its hin- 
h ges, or pluck the Stars out of the © <7 
it } Firmament, or blow out the Sun | 
n with a pair of Bellows, or ſhake 
y- | - thepillarsof Heaven, as to root out 
e 
f 
h. 


the number of the godly from off | 

the face of the earth, The Lates of 
Hell, hall not prevail. agaiuſ the _ 16. : 

re | Charch.Itis true indeed the Church *** · 

x 1 of Chriſt is not tied to any: parti · 

cular place, / nor to a ſſinted "I 

ber, to t yet like the ſea, t 

+ it loſe in one place, it 3 6 

s, in another place, and the Church | 
e of Chriſt being his ſpouſe, be will 
* never loſe his ſpouſe,. he will al- 

wapes bave ſome even in the worſt; | 

of times, add in the work of places, 1 
that ſhall own him and his truth; 

6. therefore (vou know) be had 4 

g- Church in Nerers Houſe, cheugh 
be Were was one of the bloodieſt Mon- 

19 ſlers that ever lived amongſt men, 

0 All the 127 leb 

theyt hat are of Ceſars 

4 1 wy he had ome. that did. bear — 

12 ; 


+ "Gads, great care of bis good Prople | 
his Name when Antipes bis faichfull | 


vil had his Synagogue; Rev. 2.13. 
That's one Reaſon. 

12 1 5 Secondly, The Foundation of God 
| Reaf.2, ſands ſure, and therefore it is not c 


Martyr was ſlain, and where the De- 


n poſſible - that the Ele: ſhould © 
be totally ſedaced : our Saviour 


ning ſeducers and impoſtors, that 


24. ceive the very Ele&; I bur thats 
impoſſible, Gods Elect it istrue 
may ſometimes be barried int 
ways of errbur and ſin by u Creud, 

bat then their hearts will Mill de 


faies" indeed there ſhall be ſuch cun-⸗- 
Mat. 24. if ic were poſſible they ſhould de- 


WWW 1 * 8 


God- ward, juſt as the Needle of. 
| the Seamianis Compals may jog 
this way, anch chat way, 28 the: 
I zent ef the Needle will 411 be: 
. Noertic ward; fo their hearts will be 
God ward, and they will recover? 
3 theniſelves, the 'Spirir is in them 
| 10h. 4.14. Ur f ring water, that ſprings 
| uß to eternal Hfe, it is an im ortal 
| ſeed ſo that [they cannot ſin unto 
IIb. 3. g. death, and the fear of God 180 
ks au- back of the ſonl, it is ſuch an awe: 
upon their ſpirits, that they ſhalt! 


Never! 1 


| Peer . 


| nevertorally and finally depart from 
I God. er. 32. 40. I will pat m 

7 fear in their hearts, that they b 
ut depart from me. 


And thirdly, Tbe interceſlion of Reaſ.3. ; 


| 
T | JefusChriſtis very pre va bent for all 
| His EleR, I have projed”for thee Luke 22. 


( faies Chriſt to Peter ) that thy 32. @ 
faith fail not, and this prayer the 
t '] made not for Perer onely, but for 
all that ſhall believe in bis Name to. 
sche end of the world, as appears b 
e John 27. 26. Neither pray 7 
d, which foall believe on me through 
. J their 5 5 by * 0 bee | | 
ory © And then fonfthly and Jafily; WO 
Soc will alwaies have enn Reaſe4.. JF 
he food" ones of Godly Ferſons, that 

| ſhall retain their "goodneſs ever” 

for this very end, to conyince 

ry gainſayers, to ſtop the mouthes of 
u wicked & ungodly men that dre erer 
| Bering api the ee, dell © 
4 have fome that ſhall” beat Witneſs 3 
- againft them, that they ſhall nor” 4 
plead ignorance, of that trath they ; 
wee ſo much ſcorn and contremn, and of . - - 
the ways of holineſs, whieb they fo 14 
8 1385 Shs much. 1 


TS 
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much abhor: as God would haye b 
- the Goſpel preached, if not for | 1 
converſion, yet for conviction, to be 1 
a teſlimony againſt them that recei- | { 
ved it not. Mat. 24. 14, faics | | 
Chriſt, hi Goſpel of the Kingdom, | t 
all be ak aj} in all the world for © 
i 

: 

t 

I 

f 


9 a 
4 


a witneſs unto all Nations; ſo like» 
wiſe God will have ſome faichfull : 
ones to be his Martyrs, to lift up bis - 
name, and to bear witneſs ſtill unto 
1 truth, againſt them that oppoſe - 

and 5 riſe up in judgement 


ze ſe that are the deſperate | £ 
b and imp! 155 ble enemies of it, asitis | 
Heb. 11. ſaid of Noab, by building. the Ark | « 
E >  . condemned the world, that is -© 
bis 8 condemned their [t 
oy hteouſneſs,”, bis faicbfulneſs-' 5 t 
mned their infidelity, his in- 
cerity condemned their Lypocriſie, | t 
and his ſteadlaſtneſs condemned . 
their apoſlacy, jo God (Iſay) will t 
ſtill ha ve ſome to bear witneſs, and -v 
to judge the wicked of the world, + 
when he- ſhalt have à little number. 4 0 
> that will own him, when others t. 
do diſown bim, and deſ iſe him, e 
No for the uſe of this Point, . fl 
. ES 
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rr 


II it be ſo that God will ſill have Uſ. 1. 
I ſome in bad times that are good and = 7 
retain their goodneſs, then I be- 
| ſeech you tell me, axe you good in 
bad times, are y, the better, the 
the worſs the times areꝭ my brethren - 
L need not tell you that we live in 
ſad and ſinſull times, for certainly 
iniquity, atheiſme and héreſie are 
4 boyled up to a greater heighth in 
theſe three or four years laſt paſt, 
than they were in torty years be- 
fore: now doubtleſs in ſuch diſti n- 
guiſhing and trying times as theſe 
are, you will either be very good 
or elſe very bad; you will be like 
one of theſe two baskets of Figs, 
] the good Figs were very good, and 
the bad were very bad; tell me then 
vhether you be good Figs, or whe- 1 
ther you be bad Figs? Jer. 24. 2. 


c 
1 *, : 
L of : N 0 " 


i |. No to help you inthis ſcrutiny, 
[] there are but theſe three queſtions I 
would propound to you, and I wiſh 
„vou would propound them to your 


* on ſouls: Firſt, Are you impar- 
„ally good? Secondly, Are you ſin- 
„ cerely good? Thirdly, Are you con- 
„J ftantly good? Let me ſpeak to eve- 


& I ry 


$- 3 
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DCommandments of God ? Pſa. | 


Table, and in che fight of men in the ; 
duties of the ſecond Table? do you 
ſtudy to be righteous in reference to 


ry one of theſe beads a little. 5 
Firſt tell me, Are you impartially | 
good ? have you reſpect to all the 


119.6. Then Hall Inet be aſhamed | 
when I have reſpeſt to ad thy Com- 

mandments. Do you reſpect every 
command without partiality and | 
without hypocriſie? as the Apoſtle 
hath it T Tim.5.25. Do you pro- 
vide things honeſt in the fight of | 
God and in the fight of men? in the 
fightof God in the duties of the firſt 


the ſecond Table, as well as to be reli- 
gious in reference to the firſt Table? 
This is to be truly good, if you. 
be. thus impartially good with- 
out halfing it in the waies of Gods 
Commandements. IL beſeech you 
conſider and remember this, he 
that makes no conſcience of the 


„een eee ho = „ „ watt 


Duties of the ſecond Table, . 
God abhors all the Duties that bel 
pertorms in reference to the fitſt 1 
Table; as now if you be un juſt in 1 


your trading, if you be injurious in- 
| your | + 


— 4 
2 , 82 


jour Corn,” which i detained of 1 
by fraud crieth, and ibi cries of hes 

| which bave reaped, art entred into 
4: the ears: of the Terd of Sabbath, 
James 5. 4. (whereby the way yon 
| , may obſerve, that if the detaining 
the labourers wages, that did reap 
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3. your dealing, if you robthe poor, 
becauſe he is poor, and oppreis the 


needy in the gate; if yon ſell the 


needy ſor u piece of ſilver, and the 
poor for a pair of ſhooes, if you . 


take advantage of the poors ne- 
ceſſiries, if you withhold from him 


that which is his right, if you detain 


the hire of the labourer, and of him 


4 rhat takes pains for you, as the 
1 Apoſtle St James ſaies, Behold the bire 


of the labourert which have reaped down 


down their Corn, was ſuch a crying 
fin, what is it think you then to de- 
tain their right that take pains in the 
Lords vineyard, and labour in the 
Lords harveſt? I pray God it be not 
laid £9 the charge of many in this 
City) if you be untighteous 1 fay 


4 indenvining that which is due to the 
if you be uncharitable, in your ce 


ſures 
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ſures of others, know thus much, 


that there is no goodneſs at all in 
you; though you make never ſo 


much ſhew of Religion: if you do 
net make conſcience of duties inthe 


- ſhop, God regards not all che duties 


youperform inthe Church and on 
the Lords dayes ; if yon do not make 


conſcience of the ninth command. 
ment, Thon ſbalt brar mo falſe | 
witneſs Againſt thy neighbour, thou 


ſhalt not flander thy neighbour, 
thou ſhale. not reproach thy neigh- 


bour, Ged regards not your obler- 
aation of the fourth Command- 
ment, for keeping of the Lords day: 
ky ears by what St James 
Tajes, If any man among Jon ſeem. 
te be 1 - and bridkch not bu | 
tongue, but deceivetb his own beart, 
that mans religion is vain, James | 
1.26. And indeed it is a ching very 
obſervable, that the Spirit of Go 
makes the duties of the ſecond Ta- 
ble. to be a touch-ſtone to try the 
truth of our duties to the firſt Table: 
pray remember it, I will give you 

t two inſtances for it. Firſt, that 
in Names 1. 27. Pure religion and un-. 

8 |  deflad} 


and this a 
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defied before God and the Father i: 
tha, to viſit the Fatherleſs, andWi- -- 
dow in their afflicl ion, and to keep aA 


T himſelf unſpotted from the world: as 
if ol hs A ee vou know 
whether you be truly religious or 
no, then ſee whether you be truly 
righteous, yea or no. And tlie 

other Scripture is 1 7% 4.20. F 

man ſay he loves God, and bateth his 

brot her, he s aljar, for he that loveth 
not his brother whom ht-hath ſeen, © 
how can he love God, whom hehath 
not ſeen ? As if he ſhould ſay, Would 
pou know whether you love God 

Fñwyea or no, (which is the duty of the 
firſt Table) then fee whether you 

love your brother yea or no, which 

is the duty of the ſecond Table. 


dome men are allfor holineſs but no- 1 
thing for righteouſneſs ; ſome on It 
the contrary are all for righteouſ.. ! 
1 neſs but nothing for bolinef,: But T1 oF | 
ideſeech you my brethren remember 
© | this, God bates an unrighteous ho» — —?ł 
ly men as much as he hates an unho- I 
1 ly righteous man : Righteouſneſs li 


and holineſs the duties of the two 
4 Tables muſt go both together. He 
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62 Gods great care of h 
| Luke 1. hath delivered aw ont of the hands of | 2 
7475. our enemies, that we might ſerve him | 0 
| without fear in boliueſ aud righte- | c 
ore him all the dayes of our | f 
„Aud therefore know thus n 

„ that although thou beeſt a . 


45 good P cople N | 


man of never ſo excellent parts, # 

And canſt talk never ſo much of Re- f 

ligion and Scripture, and .haſt ex. | p 

cellent and admirable gifts in pray Þ Þ 

er, ſo that thou canſt pray like an } » 

 - Angel; yet if thou doſt not make C 
conſcience of the duties of the ſecond is 

Table, God abbors all thy parts and 4 h 

gifts, and holy language, and pro- Þ it 

| teſhon whatſoever. This is the firſt |} C 

| queſtion, Are you righteous as well d 
[ as religious, and religious as well as W 
righteous? Do you walk with an 0 
: even foot towards the duties of both y 
=: Tables? | 1p 
= But ſecondly, Let me ask you | b 
| this queſizon, Are you ſincerely a 
good ? Are you inwardly good? | w 

There are many that are ſeemingly ' 

good, but few that are really good; b 


many chat are outwardly good, but p 


few chat ate inwardly good. You te 
know what the Scripture ſaith, Rom. 2 


1 2.28, 29. 


) 


|- thehexrt, whoſe 5 


2 6 1 — _ I, 


1 are ſeemingly Saints, 


A 
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2.28, 29. He i not a few which us 
one outwardly, neither ts that Cir- 
cumcifion which is outward in the 
fleſh, but he ts a Jew which 's ” ore ix- 
wardly, aud Circumcifion us that f 


prasſe is wot of men 
but of Gel. 6041 ſees not as man 
ſees; man ſooks at the outward ap-. 
pearance, but God looks to the 


heart: Thon loveſt truth in the in- fal. 31.6. 1 


ward parts, Give me an inward 
Chriſtian; give me · a Chriſtian that 


is ever communing with his own 


heart, thar is ever turning his eyes 


1 ded and his heart- outwards to 


Ged, this is a good Chrifiian in- 
deed. Hypocrites can perform out- 
ward holy duties, and many times 
eutſtri p thoſe that are fi ncere, and 
yet in the mean time they are but 
painted ſepulchres, fair wichout, 
but within full of corruption; they 
are but as a Cunghill covered over 
with ſnow, that appears very white 
without, but within there is nothing 
but filthineſs z they are but as ap- 
ples of Sedom, fair without and rot- 
ten within. There are many that 
outwardly 
Saints, 


\ 
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Saints, but - but ingyacdly.. they are no n 
better than Devils. But no cell © 

me, Are you the. ſame; wichin that it 

you are without? Are. your ſpirits 1 y 

not only ſree trom ghiſt, bur free | {1 

P. ELD + Fam guile: 0 bleſſed ts. the man in 4 

. : ofe ſpirit there is no guile. Are 0 

= gogd towards the Lord God of n 

Iſrael, which was the commeada- t 

tion of Abijab the ſon of Peroboam, © ir 


2 
I King. 14-13, T bere was found ſome | 
good thing in him toward the Lord | 8 
Godof Iſrael. Indeed unſound and 1 
rotten- hearted Chriſtians may be 
good towards men, I but they are 3 


not good towards the Lord God of 
Iſtatl: But if you be inwardly good, | 
if you be ſincerely good, then are 
Jou good indeed. Luther relates a kl 
Story of a man that had led a very 
righteous, innocent, and unblamea- | be 
ble life; but when he came upog 
bis ſick bed, he felt his heart full of 1 le 
| doubts and fears, and diſquietments,] er 
and was much troubled: about is: 
ſpiritual eſtate; ſome of his friends} 
came to him, and ſaid to bim, 0 3 
Sir why are you troubled about yout 5 
* eſtate, you bave un 
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in bad Times, © 
moſt righteous, a moſt innocent, 
and unblameable life. I (ſaies he) 
it is true, Thave led ſuch a life in 
your eyes, but the eye of man, and 
the eye of God, doe exceedingly 
differ. The judgement of man is 
one thing, (ſaies he) but che jadg- 
ment of God is another thing: And 
cherefore notwithſtanding all my 
innocent life, which you ſo much 
applaud, I am afraid to die. I. 
Would spply it thus: It the godly, 
the righteous, thoſe that are ſindere, 
are ſo much troubled at the dregs 
_ ofGuile; and Hppocriſie, that: are 
in their own hearts, Ol what 
cauſe chen have they to trem- 
1 ble, that have no ſincerity tall in 
1 them. And when that great dag 
comes, wherein the ſecrets. of all | 
a- bearts hall be made manifeſt; D 
ny wherein. God will diſcloſe che coun- ; 
IJ ſelsof the heart, and all-thoſeſe+ 
eret rottenneſſes, and: uncleaneſſes, ü 
= 5 that are in mens ſpir its, when that 
5] day ſhall come, which the Apoſtle 
4 ſpeaks of; that will be a day of dif: 
covery, of all that inwaed filthineſs, 
chat is gew diſgniſed, and eloakt, 
N * under 
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and the like Ol where then will ſuch: | 


den he 
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or no ? 
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under a fair! pretencs of holideſs, 


ungodly ones, where will ſuch rot- 
hearted' ſinners be able to ap- 
gear Let this: therefore be the ſe - 
cond: queſtion, Are you ſincerely a | 


gaudi or are you rotten at heart yea 


* 
8 . 
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4 


» Andthenithirdly, Anſwer tothis | 


queſtion. (and then 1 will tell you 


whether yon are good, or no.) Are 


Py 


- - you conſtantly good?” are you ſteds | 


faltly good? God complains' of 


- Ephraixs-, | Hoſes 6. 4. O Ephraim; | 
what: al doe unto thee?” O Phaah, 1 
95 5 what ſball I doe unto thee? ( as if he 1 


to tale with you.) for your gooaveſs 


1% 4 morning cloud; and a the. 
early) dew: it goth ' awdy,” that is 
their goodneſs: was of no continn- 


ande at all; many ſuch there are in 


: theſe: dayes, they are got conſtant; 
in that which is good, they begin 
inthe ſpirit, but end in the Act; 

_ - + they. are good for u While, 

afterwards they ſhame fully fall 8, 

way, either from the truth, or fro 
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the Oolpell; Juſt- like your yi = 
Scholars, that begin new b 
may be they write two Je dee 
ters very handſomely, but buy by 
4 they blur all their eopy.O! take href 
pvpou be not ſuch; but if you befted- 
fac, unmoverble; abounding ig the 
| workof che Lord; if you Hold out 


4 regrityin the worſt of times; if you 
de faithfulf to God, bis cauſe” nd 
1 truth; if you be eſtabliſhed in the. 


4 truth, arid doe not ſtart” aſide, and 


are not led away with tlie ertor of 
2 cke wicked, to fall from your ten 
» 4 fitedfaſtneG; if you be ſtedfaſt Chriſti 
ans, than are you good Chriſtians. 
7 Anſwer but theſe three. queſtions, 
7 and then Tcan tell whether y 1 
1 good orno, This is che fit 
wi: ſhould have call it 4 


1 = ſelves to an. acc 5 * 
FS yon be good Hig, r bad et 
2 7 Alas this ib a time w Rei 19975 
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top of a hill, when once it begins 
| to tumble, it. tumbles, and tumbles, | 
and tumbſes till it comes to the bot - 
tome. O! this is the caſe of many 
at this day, they run from errour to 
errour, from ſin to ſin, and from one 
wickedneſs to another , till they 
ge themſelves irrecoverably i ins | 
to the pit of deſlruction; but ſee . 
| Whether you grow better and bet- 
ter, and retain your own goodneſs, 
whether you be impartially good, 
_ fincerely good, and conſtantly good, 1. 
yea or no? 9 
My ſecond Ule, is for exhortati- 
on, Let me beſeech, and exhort you 
this dayin cheName of bur Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, (wboſepoor Meſſenger IJ __ 
am) That every one of you would 
ſtrive to be We in bad Times; that 
you would endeayour to be like Lot | 
in Fodem, and tobe like Lights in 
RS the world, in the mideſt of 41 
Phil.2:16, Crooked, and Preverſe Generati- | 
| 42, 420-7 Of bolding forch the word 97 5 
lie, and bol ing faſt the word of, | 
Bo tuch: There is ee forth the 
A word of truth, that is by an undaus : 
ted profeſſioo,and a _ ding faſt — 
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word of truth, that is by an undaun- 


like to Fiſhes, that retain their 
freſhneſs in the ſalt- water. O! that 
I could per ſwade you to doe as Peter 


ieis ſaid of God, Pſal. 119.68. Thos 
be went about doing goed, and healing AR. 10. 5 
tbeſe that were oppreſſed of the devil. = oY 


| tinually. Bat ſome may ſay, how 
= hard a matter is it to be good in 
'* Wa bad Times? Alas it is zn extream 


l anſmer (and Ibeſeech youremem- 


in bad Time. 


ted reſolution, that you would be 


ſaid, (not onely to ſay ſo but do 
fo) Mat. 26. 33. Though all men 
ſhall be offended becauſe of thee yet wil 
I never be offended. How many mo- 
tives thighc I uſe to preſs you to this? 

Firſt, Conſider by doing this, 
you ſhall be like unto your God, for 


art gobd, and die ſt good. You all hope : 
to be like uno God in glory, labour 

then to be like unto Gudin grace; 

It is ſaid of our bleſſed Saviour, 7 hat 


'O! that we could labour to be 
good, and to be doing goed con- 


bard matter for a ya to retain 7 

rity then, and to ſwim ag mint 
deen. when there are ſo many 5 
ſnares, and ſo many temptations. 
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tion, an 


ber it the beſt {Chriſtians are ſtill 
90 in che worſt times, like as 
- _the found 


ſheep are bred up in 
fteſt commons. It is very 


the 


obſervable, chat the Church and Re- 1 


ligion, have ever loſt ground in 


pow) of Proſperity „and have ever 


gained 


.had endowed 


plenty, but pleney li 


Marea 
inſomuch 
Faint Chriſt, the leſſe he prevailed, 


HS, the more it thrived, } 
went in a 


good to be dene that way; Aud 


+ 
. 1 


Ar io times of 3 
e whe hen Con nt ive 

5 Church with large 

8 e reyenews, it was ſaid, Religion like 

1 „ kind morber Bath Ee forth 

ke an, ankind | - 
- Maa hier bath devoured her mother. 4 

d it js ors, that in Dok 

per men, e more 2 
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when he 


bor the more he thought to lupe | 


„and laid down his] 
ire, an betook himſeif tos 
1 "life, he ſaw there was 9 
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Kim: Not 
to God, when you as his, falchfull 
£  fervants can own his truth, hen 
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Teration of Religion will make min 


Appeſtates , but rhe perſecution 2 
Religion w/wally makes: men Mdrryrs. 
So that the Church ains by Perſecu- 


tions and by trhubſes and God tooks 


you'thould rewe belt Chriſtians in 

the worſt times ani it willbe a great 
our ſincerity, if 225 can 

Br been at *thi when 


ani6urown'lives'* Iris 


fore ow own'ſal- 
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doth moſt honour his Captain, who | 
ſtands bis ground, when all his fellow | 


_ thersfall off, and fall away. 


| which will brit ing, moſt deer. to 


| for look, as fora man to Is evill in 


" rimes,, wh en it is 


was in the School bel gt Chriſt, earcyel 


witl L But now when's a man can 


moſt diſown i it. As that Souldier 


Souldiers turn their backs; ſq this 


is that which will honour God in- 


deed, if you flick to bim when « o- 
Nay thirdly Conſider, this is ichs 


your ſelves, and your profeſſion ;- 
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17505 FO know when they come-a- | 


ſe that are godly qhey. will 
r EO dls oF 2 N | 


appear to 4 


bim ſelf ſo ſaitlyand inoffencively hst 


all the Di lciptes ſuſpected themiclves, | 
rather than ?adas, and ſaid Meſter | 


Lin] | | 
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vou ſhall have fromGodz und elaſe 


a care of theſe-poor Captives, 


basket of good Figs, were ns | 


oy 77 bad Times, HE; 
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own the truth, when others 3 | 


it, and deſpiſeitz when a man fears 
God | at that time when others caſt 
off fear, and ſticks to truih when 
others are aſhamed of truth: When 
a man likewiſe keeps his warmth a- 


mongſt frozen , Chriſtians, and his 


Spirituall life awengſt dead and 
drowſie Chtiſtians; and his Spiritu- 
all groweth amongli decaying, 


and 


declining Chriſtians: This is the | 


Honour his is the Crown of Chriſti- 
anity. 


| And then fourthly, Conlider chic, | 
If you be good in the worſt of times, 


certainly God will take care of you, 
and the leſs encouragement yon have 


from men, the more encouragement 


ou are owned by men, the more 
1 be omved by God: - God h 


Captive into the Land of 155 


Ibut God was with them, 
dy them (46 1 ſhouldhive: ſpoken to 


8 | that point; if time would ha ve given 
me leave, % and God did on and 


Fe idem, ſo. God will 
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owns, and bonour you, and und by 
you, and ſtrengthen and ſupport 
you, and cauſe all your aMictons | 
to work for 1 \ 94" hd he will bat 
prove you, that may doe you 
good in the latter end; this is the 
wars Uſe, Uſe of exhortati- | 


*. "Thirdly and lafily, It may ferve 
| | for the encouragement, and 
conſolation of the godly in the worſt 
oftimes.; let the times beneyerſo | © 
deſparate, you ſee God will bavea a4 
„ ſeme that will be faithfull ] 
to big, has ell car * and his 
- cauſe, that P, do ear up his : 
eruth and Name, that will hold 
kel their profeſſion without waver- 
ing; *istrpeindeed, che Church'of | 
_ Criſt may be like a Ship roſſed, bu | 
it ean.veyer be overturned, it may be 
toſſed beoauſe it is upon the Sea, bur 
can never be overturned decauſe 
Chriſt is in it. The Church. 
y be drenched in ſorrow , but it 
5 de drowned: ia 1 
Therefore we ſhould ar up. our 
hearts ia the very worſt of times; 
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that he may Ao: unto us ; letus 


life vp thoſe hands chat 


andthoſe feeble knees, chere are 


mort with-osrhanagainſt us; Mone 


God be wich us, it is more thanif 
ten thouſunũ worlds were againſt us. 
And know this, we ſhall never have 
rauſe to repent of Eur clorving to 
God though: inrhe Worſtiof times. 

And ſo much ſnal ſuffite to oat] 
ſpoken of this ' ſecond Doctrine, 


_- whichis draws from the fut parti- 
culat of the fecond branth bf * 


Text, noſed 
error rr On. 


1 the driver \partroular ,- namely u 
1 application Air ile poor "Caps 
tires; Se I EET --J 
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ts bim be hear 


vering of them, and he you them 
becauſe be bearxalove to them, no 
change of conditon can change bis | 
_ aff: ions: towards them.- O lube || 
fnitbfullneſs of our God; you ſes 
| freinds ſtand aleof off many © tion” 
in the day of adverſity; but God is 
« faichfulſ friend, be is ever neareſt 
when tiouble is near; and when | 
he brings us into the worſt conditi- 
5 he is uſually: the beſt God unto 
us. The Pſalmiſ hath a ſweet paſ- 
Pal. 22. 244 Fer be hath wrt „ 
A a ed the aſſlictian e 
ö led: nit ber haub bel hid b 
ä — 4 rom him, but whenche — 1 
1 ene 
wel iſe the affliction of bis people, 
eee 
ol their GINTE IS, then they hide away 
their faces, and wäll nor omn aaœr 
- know thoſe; that are afflicted. It - 
nns great comfort and encourage - 
ment that God will on his praple 
| when, the world will not own 
them, .apd hat God will gm 
ow. „Hand ſtand by them and 1 
lick. to chem when- the world ve: 


n , en een 1 


5 bad Time. 


ſlandsst a diſtance from them 1 
will ackhwowleage: them ſaich Ged. 
Bur J ſee the time is to0-far ſpent, 
and I will not further intrench, ei- 
ther upon your patience or my 
on ſtrengtb. So much ſnall ſuffice 

for this time. - 
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| Jeremiab Chap. 24. Verſe 5. 


Thus faith the Tord, the God f 
- Iſrael, Like theſe good Figs,fo-will  .| 
 T acknowledge them that arecar- | 
ried away captive of Judah, whom 
Thave ſent ont of this place into the 
Lad of the Cal ans for their good. 


Ou may remember 
how far I proceed- 
Jed in opening this 
I Text, unto you in 
$4 wo. Sermons the 
the laſt Lords day. 

Liaze doce with the Expiication of 
the Type, like tbeſe good Figs, being, | 
the firſt particular of the ſecond. 
branch of the Text, namely the 


OED felf, 


| 4 Every one of theſe will afford, 
| © point of Doctrine, and 1 ſha" by | 
Gods alliance give yo Hh 5 


in bad Times, 


of this Type of the good Figs, unto 
theſe poor Caprives, and the Ap- 
plication of it (if yon look upon 
the Text) is wbolly comfortable, 


l and the comfort Gol reacheth out 


unto them under the Type of 19 5 
good Figs, is three fold. 

Firſt; He tels them he would ac- 
knowledge them, whomhe had 125 
away Captive of Tudah. 

Secondly, He tels them that it 
was he that had ſent them out of that 


1 place , into the Land of the . | 


"And birdy, He tele chem cat ic 
wa for their Spiritual profic and 
iy ahh it was for their 5 


this, and another Sermon in theut- 
Tn dah I. 

We will begin A a- 
tion ol this Meſſage, in the firſt way 


of comfort: ſiies God, So will Py 
| knowledge them' that are barr ard . 


way Captive of Fab, $0 will H 


* acknowledge them; chat js 1 wil 


own chem, Lyill qake ſpeciall no- 
As. 
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tice of them; Mine eyes and my 

beart ſhall be toward them, al. 
though 1 bave ſent them away Cap- * 
tive into Bahylon;. yet notwith- J 


ſtanding they ſhall know that I am 
their freind, and I am their father 
ſtill, and that Thave not caſt them off, 
The 1 point of Doctrine then that 1 
would commend to. you from hence 
Ew: | 
Doc. That God doth graciouſly acknow- \ 
* ledge, and own by ſervants. in be 
day of their dangers and diftrefſes. 1 
om 31.7. Then haſt conſidered mJ. 1 
trouble , thou haſt known my ſoulin | 
adver fry. And that is à comfortable 
Scripture, Pf 22. 24. be hath not dr. 
| ſpiſed nor abhorred the affiiflien of the 
afflited, neither bath he hid bu fact 
= lun, but when he - exyed vnto 
him. he heard him. God doth not 
abhor, nor deſpiſe the a ffliction of 
his oor afflicted ſervants, hedoth | 
not hide away his fate from them; 3 
N doth no look aſide as if he regar - 
ded ihem not in the day... of their 
5 diſtreſſes. God. owned bis wang | 
Iſrad in Egypt, when they were. 
wong de te Male, ry when. they, JT. 
i en e. 5 


\ a . N 
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were making their Pots, when they 
were 2 Bondſlaves, Bxod. 4. 22. 
ſaies God there to Moſes Co t PH. 


Hrail is my ſon even my fir born, and 
therefore let him go. As if the Lord 
ſhould ſay, althongh Iſrael be a- 
- mongſt the Pots, yet he is my ſon ſtill, 
and althongh ho be under Bondage, 
yet he is my firſt born ſtill. How 
pa ſſionately and affeRionately 
doch God ſpeak, At. 7. 34. I have 


N raob and ſay, Thus ſaith the Lord, 


e; IL have ſeen-the Affidionef my 
| Paaph which. in Ehe, the in- 


gemigation of the wotd ſhewes 
the earſtneſs of Gods affections, as 


bath sffections, baut it ie ſpoken 
after the manner of men becauſe be 
doth thac- which men doe, when 


toward rhoſe that are in miſery) 


and his ſoul mas grieved for the miſe- 


ot FE But for the explication of the 


|. Point. It may be demanded. 


* 


I may call them, ( not that God 


their affeRions and bowels: yeatn 


© Firſt, How doth God own and 
acknowledge his people in the day 
of their dangers and diſtreſſes. AS 


we — — —— — 
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And then ſecondly, why. were N 


owa them 
them. 


waies. 


N. e By being preſent with ö 


eig ſupporting of thein,- 
And chirdly, By delivering them. 


Firſt,” God owns bis people, in * 


* day of their diſtreiſes, by/being 


preſent. with them. Plal.g1, 15. 
pom me; au Iiwih{ | . 
anſwer bins, TWill te with hinw "in Þ 
322, Whin how | 

paſſoſtt tbrougb the-waters, I 


"Be full call. 


eroable, Andi 


Bib, aud t hrongh1be Rivers 


| they. al vos overflow. #hee when A 
ebe firs, b 

Palit not be burned, - weitber fraltzbe . 
flame kindle upon phe, + So in IAſa. 
63.9. In their aff ee of — 8 


rh wait 'thro 


; afflifted, aud the An 


ſence ſaved W 147% Toſep 5 8 in 
Priſon, God will be A xy him 


there. If ob be on the an 
God will be with him there. 1 


23 be in the dungeon, God 1 


will 4. 


Firſt, How dom God } own 
* anſe/ tf, God owns them chree 
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will be with him there: I Dane 


be in the _Lians-tien, God will be 
with him there. Nay when his 


Children paſs. through bo valley of 


_ .the ſhadow of death, when they 


paſs as it were by the gates 'of 
hell, yet notwithſtanding bis rod 
and his Hlaff do thenicomfort them; 
as he once ſaid, chyprelence O Lord 


it can ſſweeten Laurence his Grid- 


iron; the -preſence oi God, it can 


turn à Priſon into a Pallace, it can - 
turn a very hell-intoa heaven; what 
makes — to be heaven but 
Gods preſenca, and what males 


r Gods ab- 


| ſence? Now for God to be 


preſent thus with his 5 people,” in 
their trouble, this! is one mene bis 


_ - owning chem. 


Secondly, God doth own tis 


people i in Ae diſtreſſes, by ſup- 


porting them, by 


wich the night hand of bis righte. 


| oy that their burthens * 
noche too heavy: for them but ei 
he will proportion their —— 
| their ſhoulders, or their ſhoulders o 
| no burchena, that GY hall Nand 


under 


upholding them 


34 Godsgreat care of bis good People .. 
3 under them. Ia. 41. 10. Fear bb a 
ES not for I an with thee, be wot diſ | 
majed fir I am thy. God, 1 will ' \ 
frengt hen thee, yea I will belpthee, \ | 
"yea I will upbold thee with the right \ 
' "handef my righteouſneſs. And this 
is that which David found in his | , 
own experience, Pſal; 94.17,18, | , 
19. Unleſs the Lord bad beewwy help, | | 
a Unrate almeſt dwelt! in filence, | |; 
hen ] ſaid my foot ſlippetb,thy mercy p 
O Lord beld me up: In the multitude ' | / 
of my tho ghts within me thy comforts 1 | 
refreſh my ſoud. It is ſtoried of one 'F , 
.. *Theodorns whom 7xlian the Apo- . 
late cauſ:d tp be rackt and tarture- , 


ed, and put to extream tormenis; || 
that in the midſt of his torments | 
there was an Angel (3s Theodoret | 
tels the ſtory) in the | likeneſs | ,, 
of a young man that ſtood by him, 
and with a linnen cloath did wipe the . 
{wear from off him, and powred 
cool water upon his vexed and tor- 
tuted limbs, and by that means did d 
refte ſn und comfort him : and ous | . 
bleſſed Saviour ( vou know) in o 
That agony when he ſweat drops of f 1; 
blood; had an Angel with him to 
<5: 1 8 comfort 
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comfort him; God knows how to 


all cheir diſtreſſes, pſal.34. 19. Many 


I And that is a very remarkeable Scri- 


ſaitb the Lord of hoſts; the hildres of 
Iſrael, and the Children of Fudab 
vere oppreſſed together, and all that 


teok them Captive t held thew faſt, they 


> «A 5 
2 
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" |} refuſedto let them go, but their reden. 


did 
dur 
mo 

of his children axe very dear unto him, - 
pan * 


ort 
_ be by 
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he 5 rod of the wicked reſt upon the lot 


diſtreſſes. 
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comfort and ſupport his Childcen, > i 
and to ſtand by them in the greateſt 
of their diſtreſſes, 
TW. 2h; 
And then thirdly, God owns his 
Childen by delivering them out of 


and ſo he owns | 


are the afflictions of the righteous; Bus 
the Lor d delivereth bim ant of them all. 


prure Jeremiah 30. 33.34. Thus © 


erlis ftrong the Lord of hoſts is hs Name 
he Rall thorowly plead their eanſt, 
that he may give reſt: unte the Land, 
and diſquiet tbe in babitants of Baby- 
lon. God will not alwaies let the 


ofthe righteous, - And thus you fee 
that God owns. his people in their 
ut then why doth he own them? 

Thereafon is this briefly, becauſe. 


'' $6 Gads greas care e bis gaod People |. 
he looks upon them as his jewels, | 
Mal. 3. 17. (a text you know 1- have 
heretofore oened unto you) he 
looks upon them as bis precious 

ones, as the dearly beloved of his 
ſoul, be looks upon them as the ap · 

, ble of his awneye, and therefore 
no change of condition in his chil- 
Aren can make God change his love 
. and affections towards them, and 
though God may ſometimes eaſt 
them into the furnace of affliction, 
it is onely to putge away their'droſs, 

and he loves them when inthe fire as 
well as when they are out of it, and 
be is with them and ſtands by them 
all the while. The uſe ef this point is, 
Firſt, By way of Inſtruction. We 
ſhey'd take notice of the faithful- 

neſs of God, and admire it, and 
bleſs: him fox it. God is à faithfob 
God, he is a never changing friend; 
alas we ſee;amongſt men friend 

are falſe and fickle, and unlaithfulſ. 
they; deał with us many times as Job! 
complains his friends did. Ay bree 
threw have dealt dicritfully as a brook, | 

Job 6. 15. aBrodkthatin the winter 
time hath” rain enough, yet in the 

1 7 . : | ſummer : 
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| in moſtncet? of arer, chen all che l 
| Brook is. dried up; ſ ſajes he, my. 
friends deal deceirfully with me, 
in the times of my diſtreſs and dan- - 
ger, and are then th furtheff of all 
fromme; and fo David complains,” 
4 Ph 38. 11. My lovers and wy 

t 


1 
* 


1, my biaſnen ſtand af ar off. But God 
| hart 1240 Pod is never 
neater to us, than when trouble is- 

\ near; God never ſpexks ſo kindly 
bo comfortably, to the hearts gt 

4 bie children, is he doch when he 
mn brings them into a' Wilderneſs, 

I Hoſ. 2. 14. Therefore behold I will 
e allure her; aud bring her into the 
e wüde, and [ptak. comfortably 
nts her.” When God brings us ir- 
fo | to the worſt" condition; he is then 
$;"] the beſt God unto us; when. we 
05] are in the ſaddeſt condition, we 
| have many times the ſwecteſt com- 
tor? HAVE * 125 
Kies David, A firſb and wy heart 
ok, | Fas, hue ee ebe 
mer: heart ani my portion for ever. And 
che that is a very comforcable enn 

| the 
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"the Pſalniſt, pfalm 142. 3.475. 4 p F 


| band and. 401 


tion in the Land 


i like unto thee? ty ho ſo loving, a 


— — — 8 


When my Spirit was overwhelmed | 
within me, then thun kneweſt ] | 
paths : en I. was almoſt at my 
wits end ready to ſink down in ſor⸗ 
row, then thou tookeſt notice of me: 
And 1 locked ( ſaies be ) on my right | 
at there was No 
now me ; refuge 


was that o hu 


Filed me. 10 man cared for m7 ſoul, | 


then I cry:a unto thee O Lord ad 
ſaid, thou art v 72 my por- ; 
of, the living. A. 4 
wonderfull comfortable paſſage, and } 
O why do not we break out into 
ad miration and ſay? Ol God who, 


God, who ſo faithful a God, who | 
fo. tender. hearred and omar | 


* * 


- - * 


moſt need" of thee!  / \- 1. 
But then — Another Uſe. | 
I would. make of this point is this, 
Doth God own us in the day of our 
rc, apd ſtreights, and. intbegy 1. 
of our N and di ſtreſſes; a A 1 
doth God own us. .before our ene. : 
mies „then it ſhonld teach us to 
: own # 
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men, and in the worſt of times. 


Firſt, We ſhould acknowledge God 
before the worſt of men, before 


Papiſts, or Atheifts, or Hereticks, or 
Seducers, or Hypocrites, or Apo- 
ſtates, or ſcorners of Religion; for 
theſe are the worſt of his enemies. 
To own God before his freinds, 
this is no great matter, there is no 
ttryall in that, becauſe there is no 
oppoſition ; but fee what our Sa vi- 
our ſaies, Mar. 8. 38. Wheſoever 


therefore ſhall be aſhamed of me, 24 : 
of my words iu this adulterom and 


| finfull gen er aten, of him alſo ſhall 


the Son of man be aſhamed when he 


comet h in the glory of his Father with 
| -:he holy. Angels. Our Saviour doth - 

e | . not ſay, whoſocyer ſhall be aſhamed 
of me before a gracious generati- 


on, for none will be aſhamed'of 
Chriſt then; but whoſoever ſhall 


= 
0 


own God before his enemies, to ac- 
know ledge. him before the worſt of 


ne- 
ver 
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ver ſuch backfliding, pr provoking, 
ſcandalous, prephane wretches, and 
ſuch as are oppoſers of  God-, his 
truth and Goſpel; yet our Saviour 


looks we ſhouid own him before 


theſe men, eyen before an adulte. 
rous generation, elſe he will not 
2 us at the great and dreadful! 


y of his ene Thus you 


2 ſee Paul owned jeſus Chriſt 
before Nero, that bloody Monſter 
of men, 2 Tim. 4. 16. At 21 


anſwer 40 man ſtood with me. That 1 


is, When be appeared before Nero; 


yet notwithſtanding” Paul ſtood: for © [ 


God then 3 and God ſtood by Pau. 
Thus Peter & John owned Jeſus Chriſt 


before Am, and Caiphas, and 


before the Prieſt, and Rulers, and 
all thoſe that were the deſparate 
enimies, of the Goſpel, though chey | 
threatned , and impriſoned them. 
We cannor but ſpeak the things which | 
we hve ſeen and ht ard. 

And then God looks that e 


ſhould own him, not onely beo * 
the worſt of men, but in the worſt Þ 
of times; to own God in good 

_ times it is no, great matter, 15 1 
| | pocrires 


in bad Times. 

FP pocrites can on God in good 
times, but God looks we ſhouſd 
own him in times of apoſtacy, 
when Religion growes out of cre- 
dit; when it is lookt upon as mad. 
neſs, as Moroſitie, as Hypocriſie, 
and 1 know not what. God owns 
us when others forſake us, and 
therefore God looks that we ſhoul 
con him when others forfake him, 
{4 Thusyou ſhall ſee Elijah did, 1 Kin. 
19. 10, when there was ſuch: a ge- 
| nerall apoſlacy, that he thought 
there had not been a godly man 
left in Jſrael beſides himſelf, 
4: faiesbe, Tonely am left, get not wit h- | 
X Fading have been very jealous for Kin .s 4 
e Lord God of Hoſts. And ver 3 18, 4 
d * 5 Nin > +. * 4% 
il jealous indeed he was, for ar one | 
| « | ume he ſlew, and cauſed to be lain, 
© {| nolefſe than four Lane e 
Y 1  6els falſe Prophets. I confels. that 
; 4 a& of Elijabs was an cxtraorgi- 
gary act, and much like that of 
I Phinchas, one of the High Prieſts, 
chat ſlew Zinry, and Coxbyin: his. 
re real for God, Namb.25.$;Doubileſs - 


cis act of Phint ha, was alfo an ex 
* $ traordinary act, and by Divine in- 
3 e Rind, 
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ſtinct, as judicious Calvin well ob. 
ſerves; but though their actions be 
not to be imitated, yet their zeal 
is worthy imitation: for Elijab | ( 
owned God when none ſtood: by 
him. FFP 1 at 
And as we ſhould own God in 
times of -apoſtacy, ſo in times of 
oppoſition. When there is a deſpe- 
rate contention agaiaſt the truth, 
we ſhould earneſtly contend, contend. 
kae 4 in an agony, for the truth; as] 
d. Once opened that Text to you, the 
. Epiſtle of St Jade ver ſ. 3. Ihe more}. 
violent men are againſt the truth, 
the more valiant we ſhou'd be for 
itz and the more outrsgious, o- 
thers are in wayes of * the 
more couragious ſhould. we be in 
.wayes ofholineſs; the more others 
oppoſe Religion, and Reformation, 
and the power of godlineſs, the more 
ſhould we hold forth the word of 
truth; and hold faſt the word of 
life, by an undaunted reſolution; | 
Thus che Prophet Feremiah did, pe- 
rem, 6. 10, 11. The word of the 
Lord ite them a repreach ( ſaies he 
. They have 80 delight in it, therefor | 
3.54 5 1 
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be Fam full of the fury of the Lord, 1 
15 am weary with holding in, and Af. 
: ; | 37-16. Pax; Spirit was ſtirred, 
£1 ir waxed hot within him, when 
by he ſaw the Athenians, wholly given 
to Idola tr... | 
2 And God looks we ſhould own— 
el him and tits cauſe, not onely in times 
pes of apoltacy, and in times of con- 
ich, tention, and oppoſition againſt the 
truth, but in times of danger and 
perſecution; if he ſhould callus to 
ſuffer for it. Thus did the Martyrs, 
and Ol that ſome of that holy fire, 
and zeal of love to God; that burnt 
in their breſts, were kindled in the 
hearts of every one of us. The 
godly Martyrs in the Primitive 
times; and in Queen Maries daies, 
carried the truth as it were in their 
armes, in the midſt of accuſations, 
1 perſccutions, ſlanders reprode eh 
and in the defenee of the tri 10 
were contented to paſſe through 
* honour, and r , through 
evil report, and good report 3 Nay 
be through bonds, and imprifonments, 
J | through racks and whips, through 
fire, and flames; und all the wa- 
£ | E 3 l ce 


— 
| 
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lice and miſchief, that earth, and 
hell could invent, and all the power 
that the devil, and darkneſs could 


raiſe againſt chem could not quench, 
but rather kindled their zeal, O 1 
that we had (1 ſay) ſome of thoſe 


ſparks that d, in their breaſts. 1 


Many there are that ſe em to own” 
God and Religion, and his cauſe, 


and truth in calme and quiet times, 1 
when their profeſſion coſts them | 
nothing :; but as thoſe Jews. 
that one day cryed Heſauua, bleſſed 
i he that comes in the name of ' the} 
Tord, the next day cryed, Cruciſie 
dim, Crucike him, away with bim, 
ö away With him. q 80 likwiſe the ve. 


ry ſame proſeſſors, it, they be not 
Pound in the faith, that cry up Res. 
ligion in times of proſperity,will cry 
down Religion in times of adverſity. 
Many there are that will be con- 


tented to follow, Chriſt o Mount 


age Ibut they will not folls 


hi Mount Catvarift,co ſuffer; 
"thing with him, or indure 


rhing for him; ho, Chriſt ſhall ; : 
fer, and his cauſe, and truth ſhall 


Juffer, and Religion, War 
tion, 


7 
— 
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tion, and all mall fuller: rather 

r |. thanthey will ſuffer with bim. W 
4 | the King of Navarre, once ſaid ro 
1 
ſe 


— 


Jera; Is matters of Religion and Re- 
formation, Iwill lanth no farther 

| into the Sea; than I may be ſure to 
s. return ſafi back. again to Land, O1 
this is the remper ot men, but 
ue it not be ours; let us be rowing | 
though it be againſt wind, arid tide; 
let us reſolve with David, Pl. 119. 
5. 1wll an thy eſt ents. 
1-am- g/ewed unto t A 0 ; ſo the 
* word fgni glewed 
_ that nothing ſhall drs me f, or F 
drive me from it, David was one 
that did dindeed ſtick unto the word 
of God admirabiy; Torherimes he 
was-derided, and. ſcorned for the 
truth, Pſal. 119. 51. The proud 
bave had me greatly in derifion, yet” 
n. have I not declined from thy Law, 

| and Pſal. 69. 12. The drunkards* 
on made a ſong of him, yet did he not 
deeſi qe from the Law of God, ſome- 
ümes agaiv he was plundered ond 
ſpoiled, and loſt much of his eftate 
for ſticking to the truth, Pſal,1 19. 
1641; Ty bands of the wicked” have 

| . . 5 55 rebbed... 


. Lo Ky 
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robbed. me, Fl have I wot fees 7 
Law. And he was not onely de- 
ade and ſcorned, and plundered, 
but be was perſecuted too; ver. 161. 
Princes have perſecuted mi without 4 
cauſe, but my heart ſtands in awe of 
thy word : here was a man that ſtuck * 
to God and his truth whatſoever be 

| ſuffered. And O that the ſame re- 
folution were fixed in our bearts 
that was in the beart of holy Pan, 

2 Cor. 13. 8. We can do not bing 4. 
gainſt the truth but fer the truth." 
As if he ſhould ſay, though all 
the world ſpeak againſt the trutu; 
theugh they ſhould band and binde. 
themſelves againſt it, yet wecannor / 
ſpeak agai aa the truth, but muſt 
ſpeak for it, and plead for ie, an 
die for it, if we be called to it. This 
is to own God when he owns us; 
and if we can thus own God, and bis 3 
cauſe and truth, certainly we ſhall 
never be loſers by him, though for 
the preſent we may de loſcrs for 
him, for we ſerve a Maſter that 
will make up all our loſſes. And this 
is the ſecond Uſe. 1 
And thirdly, (to ſhut up this. l 
Point 


qa . . „ 


ä 


J. 
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| Point. with a word of Conſolation) 
Doth God acknowledge and own 


1 % 


I bis people in the day of their dan- 
I gers and diſtreſſes ꝰ then here is a 
word of unſpeakable comfort to all 

| that are true I raelites, true profeſ- 
I ſors, thoſe that ſtick to God, and his 
+ | truch ard teſtimonies; for if God 
do on and acknowledge us here on 
earth, then certainly de will much 
„I more own and acknowledge us at 
- | the great day of Chriſts appearing, 
. 4 when the wicked would give the 


ie | hardy, hea be will por dle 

I the wicked, between them that fear _ 
. 11. 22 r > DAN Mal. 3.182 
is | lim,; and them that, fear him not; a 
„ Es,  - and, 


1 "hf 
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and will fay as in Ila. 65. 13, 74. 
Behold" 7215 ervants ſpall cat but je | Þ 
hat! be xy, bebold my ſervants] a 
4 drin, Fs je ſhall be thirty, d 
bold my 2 * Ball . joe C 
but Jo Hall be aſhamed, hehold* my. ſ 
rea Pall ing for Joy, of beart, 2 
* ye Hail cry, 75 forrow of heart, f 
and bowl for vtxation of Fit. 11 
And as God the Father will own, c 
theni, ſo Jeſus Cbriſt will own them u 
a chat great day, MHatth.10,3 34.1 k 
Whoſorver therefore Pall confeſs wel k 
- before wen, him mill. 1 confeſs alſo” y 

|  befupe 1 Father which is in heaven. 

B 5. 3.3. aud he that overcomes, I will confeſs. 

bis neme befare 13 Father and before; 

bit holy Angels Jeſus Chriſt at that 

great 57 will viſibly own all his 

_ ſervants that have owned him, and. 5 
- _- owned his cauſe, and will fay, Fa- 
3 ther, cheſe are my ſeryants, theſe 
tte my friends, theſe are my cy : 
Aren, - nay theſe are my Jewels, 
nden 1 was hungry in rey members, 
2 fed me; "when 1 Was 'thirft 2 
ve me drink; when I was 


15 
E 


poor members on 
Late COR ; 
ſick. | 
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A fk they viſited me when I was in Mit 23. 
„ priſon chey came and relieved me: 135,38. 
„aud Father here is d mnnthat laid 
don his eſtate for me, and was 
content to be plundered and ſpoyled 

3.4 ſobe might bat keep his integrity 2 
„and here is another Joſt his credit 

5 for me, and was content 36 de revi· 
n 
n 
25 


led aud reproached end- to be 
counted the oll. ſcouting of all 
chings for me: nay bers is andther 
„lid down his very tie forme; be 
je | loved bot bis life t Ahedehth, bur 
56 v, codtentbd be part with his life! 
% rather rhan to perr"with\the peaee 
ef a good conſcience. Pather, all 
64 theſe have ſtuck to me,; theſe ur 
at they dat bave borne me company, C 
is | and have continued vvith m dive : 
id | timisoflmy cecipearions; they have 
4-1 Rood to me in the hpur of tryal, and 1 
have kept chy Word; they have Like 223 
kept their integtity and cheir gat - John 1). 
ments clean; that fre / Fächer neſe 6, 10. 
are thine: Hd. rhef ard Mine; for | 
mine ate thlue, and thine aro mine, 
and 1 am glorified: im them they 
J bave glorified me, and let chem be 
7.8 e Father I will 7 
| theſe 


—_———— 


ee do a i. , 
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1 vera. 


fort is this, namely chat be had ſent 


(ales God, ) as if he ſhould ſay, 
true inderd Nb ur hade car carried 
them. away captive, but be was but 


thoſe: whom thou baff given me may be 1 


with we: ee that they may, | 


behold my glory. O what an un- 
ſpeakable comfort will this be to all 


you (Iſay) that are willing thus co 
on Jeſus Chriſt, and his cauſe and 


truth, though in a ſinfall genera- 
tion, thoughtir be in times of apo- 


or in times of trouble and per ſecu- 
tion for the truth; if you can own 


Chriſt he will own you. And ſo much 
for the firſt thing, by way of com- 
fort, that was tendered to this peo- 


ple, I will acknowledge them ( ſaies 
God) that are carried away capts vs. 
Fab. ; 

The ſecond particular wberrig ; 
God: ſpeaks to them by way of com- 


them out of this place into-the Land 
of the Caldeans, I haue ſent then 


my. i rument, I was the — 


their captivity; Nebnchednizzat. 1 


was the rod: wherewith J chaſtiſed 
Wow, I butj it Was my hand ruled oh 
r 


ſtacy and oppoſition of the truth, 


Ener Ker es - e 


G A ww 


4 commend t 


thar it is chance or Fortune that 


an idle ſpectator ia Heaven, and 


but by thy wiſe: diſpoſing . 
r 5 Cod: 


2 — 


a. 


rod. Now the Doctrine I would 
vou from hence is 


x 


this, a 5 dn 

T hat whoever are the inflruments Do, 
of our miſeries and calamities, yet | 
(rod is the aut har of them. Amos 3. 
6. Shall there le evil in 4 City and 
the Lord hath not done it ? he ſheaks 


not of the evil of finne (for certain 


ly God is not the author of ſinne, 
that is a blaſphemous doctrine to 


make God the author of ſmne) but 


he ſpeaks of the evil of puniſhment; 
and this is the docttine Rliphax 
taught Job, Job 5. 6. Afii&@ion con- 
etth not forth of the duſt, 'niither doth 


trouble ſpring ont of the ground: as if 


be ſhould ay, Do not think O %, 
doth toſs or- tumble th 
down here below, as if 


% þd 
8 

x "# 8 j 

d were 


were doing nothing there; no; ſaies 
he, but God fits in Heaven, and be is 
at the ſterne and ſteers all the f- 
fairs of this world as it plea ſeth him: 


and all the afflictions that have ever 


befallen thee, come not by chance, 
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No God: IIa. 47. 5. fates God, 7 farm [ 
the liglu and create darkneſs, I make |. 


- thribtad of that dead dig ( as he call? 5 
him) no, no, ſaies Dætid, Ti Lord 


4 > 
11. 
* 3 


 fay, whientfore haſt thou: done ſo, 


peace and create evil, I the Lord do 


fon Job had learht, 70 1. 21. The 
Lord gave and the Lord hath taken 


Vl 3 And this is the leſ— 
ad le 


_ away. The Lord bath taken away, 


may ſome ſay; why was it not the 


S$abeans; and the Caldeant that robd 


* 


7b ? they took away his Sheep and 


Oxen, and they flew: his ſervants 


> Zobloeksnot at them, it is the Lord 


(eie de) that gave me all ty ri- 
ches, and die he that 


them all away. And David he had 


sam. 16. learnt this leſſon; Shimei railed a- 
| 7. gainſt him with a black-mouth,and']] | 


ſaid, Coma ont, come ont thou hab 


preſentiy, and would bave taken of: 


hath ſaw Sbimei to curſe David: und: 
it God kath once ſaid is; who ſnall 


For the Rea ſon of this Doctrine 
(chat J may briefly wrap it up bes 
n cauſe. 


hath riken 


| / | 
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I kaufe ] would not bold you "on 
it is this, becanfe God hath ans LY 
1  fofote, independent, and: unſimited 
— Soveraignty over all creatures in 
Heaven and earth. This is the leſſon 
Soc would teach Jeremiah, and he 
„1 ferds him to the Potters houſe to 
e kearn it, Per. T8. 2,3 4. Go Ries 
i | God co the potters hotfe, and 1 wilt 
d. teach thee. a leſſon; and ertmiab 
goes, and he fees the Potter making 
. pots space, and he no ſooner fan 
d | fhions one pot upon the wheel, bur 
he hregks it ro pieces p fly: and 
n What doch God teach them py ens s. 
do bouſe of Iſract { faies God) a. 

NY not I dowith you' d hut are on 
the clay? canflot F make o f a piece | 
of tlay, one vefefof ben Sake! 4 
nother © IF Gio bite 7 canadi 1 fave 
_ whom Twill; and deſtroy whom F 
will? 4 the thy „j in thi binds of 
df the, Potter, ſo are ye in wy hands O 
w" | Hou ſe of ſracl; verſe the 6k and 
ad: theretore be egllsthemin he Fins 
ill aüd g gf wh that it was in hi 

7 ere to do what he pleaſed ; ies 
eg, can pull down Kingdoms, and, 
= I Up vic Kivgdoms; 1 can build - 
le: up 
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"up Kingdoms, and I can throw th 
down Kingdoms and Natigns.cven | tic 
as l pleaſe, dite as the Potter can do nn 
by = clay. .. Nebuchadnezzar 4 fe 
proud man would not learn this leſ- ; in 
ſon, to know he ruled by God, and | i 
that God was the abſolute Soye- an 
raign of all creatures here below, an 
therefore God ſends him to ſchool, I bir 
not to the Potters houſe as he did Þ hir 
Jeremiah, but he ſends him to the f ſw; 
beaſts, and he graſes amongſt the len 
Oxen,. till he came to know that fac 
God fuled amongſt the. children % 1 Jer 
men, and aſter ſeaven years he had Þ 7 1 
learnt. this leſſon, and makes an ad- 44 
mirable confeſſion, Daniel 4. 33. the 
Behold. ( ſaies be, ).. th great God tha 
25 according to his own will in the the, 
of Heaven, and among ft the in- Los 
hab ztants of. the earth, and none can 107 
Say. his hand, or ſay unto him, What. vet 
af then?! _ 12 
Let m me but briefly apply this 
Point, and then 1 will ag: 1 haye.} 
but three Uſes, and I wi ul. ke very, I 
brief in every one o them. 
Firſt, By Ay. ladengion and "mY 
Amonition. II God be the le. ſup ˖ 
tor 
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chor of all the miſeries and calami - 
| ties, that befall us here below: It 
mould then teach us this jeſſon, to 
I fear tbis great God that hath the rod 
ia his hand, wherewith he can 
- | ſcourge whom be will, and where 
. | and how long he will, O! that you 
and I could learn to ſtand in awe of 
him, and be afraid-to fin againſt 
him, againſt him who can ſend the 
I ſword, the. famine and the Peſti- 
} lence, to confume us from off the 
A face of the earth, as it is in the laſt 
J verſe of this 24. Chapter of peremiab 
II will ſend the ſword, the famine, 
and the Pefbilence among them, tili 
I tbey be conſumed from «ff the Land 
gave ute them, and to their fas 
thers. So Jer. 10. 6, 7. There id #ont O 


ibi name is great in might, who would _ 


/ 
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Mat. 10. 


28. 


i euer of and? , do you not fear me . 
than you ean toſs a tennis dall d nay | 


body into hell fire? When there is 


that can toſs: the earth more eaſiſy 
fear ye not me that can caſt ſoul and 


a mighty Prince or Potentate, that 


hath. power in his hands, to firip | 
you af your liberties, of your eſtates] 


and lives, and he is incenſed againſt: 


you, OI what terrour and tremb- 
bling takes hold of you, and how 
do you crouch, and cringe, and 


comply, ard make friends, and ſtu · 


dy all che ways that ever you can, to 


get the faveur of that Prince or po- 
tentate, as you read Acts 12.20 
When Hered was highly diſpleaſed 
with the men of Tyre and Sides 
they got BlaZrs the Kings Cham 
derlaine to be their friend, and b 1 
rearms of peace for them. Now art 
thou afraid of a mortall man, whoſe? 
breath is in his Noſtrils, and art not 
afraid of che great Creator of heaven) 


* 


and earth Iſa. 51 12. 13. Who: art'| * 


tho that art afraid of man tha 


Rall dy, and of the Sen of man which} - 


Hall be made as graſs, and forgeteſ 
th. Lord thy maker that bath n 
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and Nobles in fetters of iron. It is he 
that is the Lord of hoſts, that hath all. 
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ed forth tht heavens, aud laid the © 
foundations of the earth.” Conſider 
this all you that are great ones, or bz 
men of great eſtstes, and therefore 
think you may bolſter up your ſelves 
in your wickedneſs, no, no, kriow 


thus much, this great Jehovah againſt 
4 whom you ſin, he is the great Lord; 


he is greater than the greateſi; it is 


- he that cax viſt with his anger, and 


with his fury, and with bis indigna- . 


| tion poured forth. 7he Adpunraing Nah. 1; 3. 


quake at him, and the hilt melt, and 67-3 
the earth i burnt up at his preſence, 
yea the world and all that dwell there- 


Inrwho can ſt and beforthis indignation, 


and who can abide in thi ftiercene ſt of 
his anger d his fury is poured out tike 


fire; and the rocks melt befort” him. 


It is het hat can bind Kings in chains, "4 * 


creatures in heaven and earth, to a- 


venge his quarel: It is this great God 
likewiſe, that cad puniſh great und 
ſmall, without reſpect of pe ſons:and 
therefore they on whom God be- 
ſtows great mercies, if they abound 
io great ſins, they ſhall have great 


puniſh« 


4 


408 Gods great care of bis good People |. 


| 
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| Potentes puniſhment inflicted upon them? 1 


| *  _little fly in the paw of a roarirg 


| x Cor. 10. ſtronger than he? Conſider what 
22. advantage he hath againſt us, and 


| dme. is, one (aid, Afighty men foal br || - 


mightily tormonted. O whence is it 
that we no more fear this great God 
before whom the rocks melt, nay 
the deyils tremble 1 Are our hearts 
harder than rocks? Are we more 
fearleſs than devils > Stand in awe 
then, and ſin not; moſt men ſin and 
tremble not, but do you tremble 
and fin not. Conſider we are all in 
the hands of this great God, as a. 


lion; ve are all belote bim as clay in 
the hands of the Potter; nay we are 
all before him as dry ftubbie before 
; the conſuming fire. Do we pro- 
_ © . Yoke the Lord to jealouſie? Are we 


conſider alſo what ys ny cot we 
have upon him, and then learn to 
ſear him, and to ſand in awe of 
bim. This is the firſt Uſe: it is the 
reat God hat hath the rod in his 
and, and he is the Author of all the 


ſore let us tremble before him. 


Ihe ſecond Uſe is for inſtruRion, | 


ard} 


tm gy 


miſeries that come vpon us, there- 
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er 
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and admonition; If God be theau- 


_ thor of all the miſerie that befals us, 
then let us take off our eys from in- 


ſtruments, and ſecond cauſes; look 
not ſo much at man, at the inſtra- 
ments of our mifery, but look upon 


God who is the author of our miſe- 


y. O that every one of us could 


109 


but ſay as that good woman Naomi, 


Ruth 1. 13. ſales ſhe, the hand of the 


Lord it gone out againſt me. Could 


we but look at God the author, more 
than at the inſtruments of our miſe- 


ry. we ſhould have great advantage 


by it. You will ſay what advantage; 


there is a ſourfold advantage we 


ſhall have h y it. 


Firſt, This will work the ſweet effect 
of contentment and quietation in our 
hearts; it will meeken, and quiet, and 


calme our ſpirits, that we ſhall not 


fret and fume at any diſpenſation of 


God, though it ſeem never ſo harſn 
and ſevere, Pſal. 39.9. /-was dumb, 
and opened not my mouth becauſe thou 
diaſllii. and i Szm. 3.18. ſaies 


1 El; (when a heavy meſſage came 
4. to bim) It « the Lora,” let 
1. what ſeemeth him good. | 
1 | Secondly,” 


him do 


Secondly 1 This will root out that | 


ſpiric of. reyenge-that- uſually is in 
our hearts, when they are burring | 
and boyling againſt thoſe that are 


the inftruments of our miſery, We 


are many times like che Dog that 


ſnarles at the ſtone, and: looks not 


at the hand chat calt it; ſo we ſnarl. 
ard fret, 12 boyl in our ſpirits; a- 
gainſt tho 


but look at the hand that caſt the 


ſtone, it would take the ſpirit of re· 
venge out of our hearts. Such a ſpi- 1 


rit..was in David, 391 ſhewed you 
even now, he looked not at Shimei 
curſing bim, but at God that bid 
bim curſe, and therefore would not 
be reyenged on Shimei. Sucha 
Spirit was in Foſeph Gen. 45.8. Vier 
be to his brethren, It w * 
that ſent me bither, but God. 

may ſome ſay, it was bis Lale 


| Fog, did not Dep. ſell Foſephtothe II. 


maelites, and by chat .means was 


he not carried into Egyps ? I but Fon 
Erh looks not to the inſtruments, 
but to God; and therefore though, 

his brethren had wiſgiviogthoughts, 41 


jurely Þ 


| . geen care = his g 2 ole | 


who are the inſtruments 
9 our tronbles, whereas did we 


r 
bn ——_.. 
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| ſurely 0 ur brother will remember 
this, and be avenged on us for all Cen.50. 
| the; wrong we did him, yer foſeph 15. 
4 anſwers chem otherwiſe, tis tive -- | 
" | fates be, you intended evil. ro me, 

ut God turned it for there- 

I fore be not troubled, 1e no re- 


enge in my heatt; and 125 4 
for I will neuriſn you, and your 
i oe ones. He lookt at God i in 
5 
683 


And Thirdly, this will provoke 
Jus to repentance, and. to return to 
4 God that ſmites us. Hoſ, 6. 1 Come 
ud let m return unto the Lord, 
I for he hath tern, and he will heal ns, 
op hath ſmitten, and be will bind us 
As in the caſe of mercies, if 
wedo not lock upon God as the 
4 abthor of our mercies, we can ne- 
Ver be thankfull and improve them 
to his Glory. So likewiſe in the 
| caſe of affiitions, if we look not 
, upon God, as. the Author of our 
1 miſeries, we can never be renten. 
I and bumble. AL. 
”, - Fourthly, We ſhall have this ad. 
L vantage alſo ; this will work our 
J carts to patient and quiet waiting 


112 Godsgreat care of bis good People 
upon God, with faith and confi-F ; 
dence for deliverance... 2 King. 6. 
33. you read of King 7ehoram, 4 
prophane King, yet he taught a true 
doctrine, ſaies he, thy evil w of the}. 
Lord, A true Doctrine, but be}. 
made a falſe uſe and application ef it, 
therefore why on] wait upon him 
any longer, For the reaſon holds: 
ſtrong on the contrary fide, _ this: 
evil is from the Lord, therefore I} 
ſhould wait upon him for ever, , 
This is a good concluſion , for that} 
Ged that bath ſmitten us will 
heal. us, if we wait upon bim I 1, 
though he bide his face for a little 
while, yet be will not always hide 
114.3). bis face; and though he contend folf fie, 

16* a little while, yet he will not con , 

end for ever , leſt the ſpirit which 

he bath made ſhonld faile befor 
him. | n EY ed 
The third and laſt Uſe is for con an 
ſolation; Is God the. Author of a ph 
| the miſeries and calamitiesthat be e. 
fall us, then it ſerves for the com er 
fort of che people of God in ibis, hi th 
God can order and overrule, and he 
he can bridle and reſtrain wicks ih. 
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and e mon, in nal their enter i 
priſes, in all their plots and jecs, 
0 in all their purpoſes and de- 

| figns,” that they have againſt his 
people, becauſe he is the Author 

J- whoever be the: inſtruments; all 
wicked men are but the rod in bis 
band, 0 Afyrian ibe rod of mint au- 
er. widehe Ruff in their hand is mine 

4 indignation, Iſal 10. 5. and if 

1 there were twenty rods in a room, 
r. and never a hand to uſe one of 
al] rhem,- we would not be afraid 1 
. them, the rod can do nothing ur- 

j | lefsrheir be a hand to uſe it, inſtru- 
Ky, ments can do nothing if God do not 
108] make uſe of them, or if he do re- 
for ſtrain - them.“ God ca Hill the rage- 
on ing of ibe ſea, the noiſe of itheir 
aich Let, and rhe tumult of the. people, | 
fon re Lal. 65.7: and theſe two are joyn- 

q << together, the raging-of the Ses, 
ind the tumult of the people; im- 
Ag thus much, that 
x people ſhould rage againſt . 
om fervants; as much as the — 
eh Sea, vet God can reſtrain chem; 
1 be that ſaies to the waves, thus fur 
00 fie! ye g0 and no further; here. 
ang F (hell 
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ſhall your proud waves be ſtayed, 
heben ſay ro the rage andi fury o] 
| the greateſt appreſſours upon eatth, 
. thus far ſhallye go and no furcher; 0 
| that God that doth whatſoever! 
pleaſeth him in heaven and earth, 
he will order things ſo that we may 7 
de fure though his Church uh + op 
preſſed, yet it ſhall not be ſupreſ - 
ſed, and if he can do whatſoever] 
Pfa. 31. 13 pleaſerh him, then the enemies off 
: the Church cannot do whatſoever 
Pleaſeth them. My times are in thy 

5 hands ſaies David truly if chef- - 
Fr, 115.9, times of our troubles were ig oui 
own hands the rod would be taken 

away too ſoon, and if our time 

wert in our enemies hands, our af 

flictions would be 400 long, bu 

nom becanſe our times are in GO 

1 bands, - therefore he will ond ; 
Tal and oyer-rule both for time an 
manner. and mea ſute, ſo as may 
ke moſt for the glory of bis ow 
Rena yy for gur comfort, «ha 


1 


FDD wat we coo _T 


— 


he do humble us, and-proi + 
u, Vet it is, that he may wy a 
* the latter end. 
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and laſt particular in the Text, The 
third comfort that is tendered to 
„ theſe poor Captives, ſaies God 
„here, 7 have ſent them ont of this 
place iuto the Land of the Caldeavs, 
11 Gat it » for their good, for their 
W ſpiricuall benefit, and advantage: 
Bat of that God willing you ſhall 
bear in the after noon, ſo much 
er ſhall ſer ve for this time. 
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Jeremiah Chap. 24. Verſe 35. 
Thus ſaith the Lord, the God of 
Iſrael, Like theſe good Figs,fſo wil 
I acknowleage them thit arecar- 
ried away captive of Judah, whom 
Thave ſent out of thu place into the 
Taud of the Caldeans for their good.” 


7 
8 


— 
rext ( as you may 


Sermons, I will by 5 

Gads aſſiſtance fi- 
80 ”& niſh it at this time. 

I have done with the explication of 

the Type, lik: theſe good Figs, and 

am now upon the application if it; 


fortable, and that in three re- 


Firſt, 


Have ee. to this 


and the application 13 wholly com- 


5 — . n ö ; If a | Pe le 6 
. 


mi e . , AE aw. 


ſpecs. \ Bog 


pPirſt, God tels them that he 
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. 


would acknowledge them that were 
carried away Captive of dab. 
And ſecondly, That be himſelf 
bad ſent them into the Land of 
the Caldeans: and theſe two Thave - 
Gipacchied;/ [ 215 07099545 7 
I come now to the third and laſt 
particular, and that which is moſt 
remarkable in the Text, and that 
is, that God doth aſſure them here, 
that this their captivity ſhould be 


for their goed, for their ſpirituall 


profit and advantage; I bave ſens 
them out of this plate into the Land of | 
the (aldeans fer their good. An 
the Point of Doctrine, I would 


_ 


That God in the ſevereſt of by pre- 


}. vidences, and the ſharpeſt affliddion: Dea. - 


that his people meet wit hal, doth yet 
intend their ſpirituall good. To be 
carried captive into Babylon, doubt - 
leſsit was a very ſevere providence 
and a very ſharp affliction, if you 
conſider either che antecedents of 
it, or the conſequents of it; the 
antecedents of it, what went before; 
be: F 3 why 
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why blood and ſlaughter, and the 
loſs of many mens lives; or if you. 
conſider - alſo the conſequents of it, 
what followed their captivitie, why 
the enſlaying of their perſons, the . 


loſs of their eſtates, the leaving of 
their Country, and the Land of 


their nativity; the ſcorns and re- 
proaches, the exultations and tri- 
umphs of their adverſaries that 
would be ready to trample upon 
their miſery, whereas miſery ſhould | 
be a loadſtone for mercy, and not 
a ſootſtool for pride to trample up- 
- ON 3 but yet this they muſt look 
for; to be trampled upon and tri- 
umpht over by their inſulting ad. 
verſaties : as for example; the E- 
demites ſaid in the day of fersſa. 
en ( that is, in the day of - 


lems miſery,) Down with it, down 
with it even to the ground, Pſal. 137. 7. 
Yea they rejoyced over the Childten 
of ulah in the day of their deſtructi- 


4 


on and they ſpake proudly in the day 


of their diſtreſs, as it is in the pro- 


pheſie of Obadiab, v.12. So likwifel. 


the Amonites, you ſhall fee how 
they inſulted over them, when they 


% 


had 
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had carried them Captive, 'Ezebi. 

1. | 26:6: ſries God, Tb haſt clap 
„bed thin: haudt, wnd ftamped' with 

y | the feet, and rejoted in heart with all 

e | thy deſpite againſt the Land ef Iſratl, 

f | Inſomuch that the people of God 

f | eomplein, Pfeln A 13.- O Lord 

- | theawmalift mia reproach'to eur neigh» 

is | bert, „ frorn and 4 deri on to them 

at] that art round about u. Theſe were 

n the wofull conſequences of that 

1d | Captivitie and yet, God. ſaies not- 
t Wha king: h AA iatend their F 

| fpirk@attpood;  Lhishs chat which e:3 

k | God tels them, Per. 32 41 Fer 

i» | Will rejoyce over you to do ye good, and 

Iwill plant you in this Lud aſſwredly, 

| with ny whole heart, and with my 

wholefont. "Nd how many teſtimo- 

nies Might 'Tiproduce to this pur- | 
poſe, that God in the ſevereſt of his 
diſpenſations , doth yet intend. his 
Childrens good, Dr. 8. 15, 16. 

Mhben he led Gert that great 


and terrible "Wilderneſs ,* wherein 
were fiery Serpents,” and Fobrpibns, 
and drought, where there was #6 water 
cc. It was that he might humble thee 
and prove thee; thar he might do thee 
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todas thy latter end; And Rom. 8, 
28. tis a known Scripture, —_ 
comfortable a Scripture as any in 
all the Book of God, Me know that 
all things work rogather for good to 
them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to hu purpoſe. Ard 
Her. 12. 10, He chaſtiſeth as. for 
our pro fit that we mi ght be partalers 
of hus-holineſs.. And hear but Da- | 
vid out of his own experience; Pſal. 
119.71, 75, v. It iᷣ good for me that 
I have been. aſſidted, that I wiche | 
earn thy ſtatutes, audi know 0 7 
thatrin very [eiebſulineſs then _ 
Afflicted mo. a _ 
But for the, better en | 
ae e. of this ruth ( ber 
110 i is a truth that fleſu, and 
ood will hardly believe, that God 
1 "his ſevereſt providences ſhould 
- intend our good) There are theſe 
three queries that would be ſatiſſied. 
Frſt, What good it is that GO d 
4 doth intend. in his ſeyereſt wan 
ce—.eGstowards his Children? 
| And ſecondly, Who they are 
that ſhall ex etimently. find this. 
Doctrine ve hed of them? ; 
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- And chirdly, Hom or with whar — © 


limitation this DoRrine muſt be un- 
_ derſtood ? 


Friſt, What good it is that God 
doth intend his people? Briefly there. 


is a fourfold good, that God in- 


tends unto his people in his correcti- 
ons and! chaſliſements; and in the 


wayes of his ſe Verity towards them. 


I, In reference to their ſins. 24 In 


reference to their graces. 3d in re- 
ference to their preſent comfort 
4h In reference to their future 
B . 
Flick, Inrefetence to their libe, 


God intends a fourfold good; 


1. To prevent ſin. 24 To diſco- 
ver fn, 34 To imbitter fin, Ang, 
4 To deſtory fin. : 


Firſt, God in reference to the ſins 
of his people intends this good 


to them, namely to prevent fin :* 


If Saint Paul, ſach a heavenly man, 


or an earchly Angel(as pngca J Wo 
had need of'a thorne' ip bis fl 


prevent that ſpjri All pt 
gi t ot ele he” 
might have fallen into? O How” 


much more daye we need of fome* | 
8 | rhe A F 35 Wafflictis 
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affliction , to prevent thoſe ſins that 
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. pericy, and whiles wy are not emp- 
A Ws i e 


ſick, às well as, healing Phyſick, | 


otherwiſe we might run into? That 
as Phyſitians tell us, they have 
two ſorts of medecines, They 
have Preventing Phyſick, as well 
as healing Phyfick ; ſo. God makes 
affligions, to be preventing 9 


unto bis own Children, And as 
Tbemiſtocles ſaid in the like eaſe, 
If 1 had not been undone I las 
been undone; So may many achild. 
of God ſay; if God had not hedged 
up my way, with Thornes I had ran } 
poſtto the pit of hell, and had ruſhed, 
upon the rock of my on ruin long 

before this time. That is one 
good in reference to ſin to prevent 


WO = bead any „Another good God in- 1 
tends. his people. by afflictions, in. 
reference to their ſin, is to diſcover 
ee waters you cannot 
ſes the mud that lies at the bottom 

of the Pool; but when once the. 
water is removed, then tbe. mud is 
diſcovered. 80 here, while we are | 
at peace, and caſe,” in times of pro- 
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* from veſſel to veſſel, we are 


Is that ſpeach of the Se Ay 


lit repreſents our condition iruly,co 
As, andi lets us ſce.4he inßde of gur 


and to Bom be plagugof his own. 
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ſetled upon our lees, as tis ſaid of 
Monb, and the dregs and mud of Je 2 all 
our corruptions are not diſcover 11. 
ed; bat now when we are empti- - 
ed from veſſel to veſſel, that is, emp- 4 
tied ofour outward en joyments, and 

of our outward comforts, and God 
begins to take! the rod igte his 
band, then he makes us reflet up- 

on our ſelves, and to ſay as „ 


23,24. Aal: ne te bn ren. 
greſſtan andi n ſen. 


man unto EIljab 1 Kings 19. 18. 
Art tbos come ta call my fin td re- 
membranct and to. flaymyJon ? Pray 
marke, the death her ſon made 
her re nech upon her lin, the. would 
0 have called her'ſin-to remem- 
rant 


e but chat her fon wes now:Fea-- 
dy to be taken away; affliction it is a 
ſharptyrane, I but it is a juſt judge; . 


ſelves; itidoth difrover ſelf ae | 
man never. comes to know himſelf, 
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124 © Gods great tare of his good People 
1 heart , ſo well as when the rodof 
God is upon his back; that is a ſe- 
cond good aMiQions work in refes. 
rence to ſin to: diſoover it. 
And thirdly , God intends this 
. ;ood' to his people in reference to 
| in, to imbitter it, that in the bitter- 
nels of ſorrow; we may taſt the 
bitterneſs of fin, that is the cauſe 
of ſorrow, that we may ſee and ſay ' | 
as in Pere. 2. 19. Tit an evil! 
and bitter thing, that we bave for- 
Falken the Tord our God, aud that bis 
Fear hath not bees in ux. And brethren: 
lin it is a very bitter thing. nay ſin is 
bitterneſeit ſelf; Hoſe 12. 14 Ephra- 
im hath provoked bimro anger moſt bit= 
terh, in the Hebrew it is n, 
- Ephraim liath provoked bim-with 
trete: : Sin it is that which 
"eauſed the Lord Jeſus Chriſt te 
dtink that bitter cup of trembling. 
le would have made all the men on 
jcarth, bay all the An els in heaven 
[ta Mare ſunk under the burden of 
"ec wrach that be drunk of, ſo 
e hüt lin is 1 ſay's bitter thing; and 
dhereſore God afflicts us, to imbit- e. 
der ſig ewt + 0 Wer mene 4 
ig 
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in däterdels for ſin a8 4 man ig in 7 

; bitterneſs for the loſs. n an onely Tech, 12, = 

; childe. BEEP . \ 10 
And Welt fourchly, In; reſteacs: 

to fin, God afflicts us to deſtroy 

in, to make a ſeparation e 

[ fn and the ſoul. A ſucking child 

ſichet loves the mothers. bteaſt, yet 

vou know) when Worm- wood is 

bid upon the breaſt, thenthe child 

loaths it, and is willing to leave it, 

andi it becomes but a $2 dead breaſt 

to bly, though before he delighted 

Jin i 80 likewiſe: when God 15 

| pleaſed to pl Hy hedoth as 

In were kill the fin to us, and makes | 

Ju ray, to leave it, though be- 

I fore we did: dearlylove it; and in- 

ö lab bel an d equal, that that 

lin vrhich hath been contracted with 3 

6 e ſhould be diſſolved with ſor. 

Jrow-: ſin is ſo rooted, and ſetled in 

1 e that ſeparation cannot 

Ide made without a great deal of 

borrow z but When once we: "Hel 

4 the ſmart of fin: them we. cas ſay: 

; with holy 7.0, Thus: which 7 Job: 34. 

4 „ peach rhanime:; and if I has 33. 

deve inn, I will d 0 mays | 
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Job 40. 5. but I will ot anſmer; ea twice, 


ciſe their graces 


labert, thaw art t D am 
0 Gor! res berryoing one) by 


And (faies he) Once have 1 ſpoken. 


but I will proceed no farther, _ This: 
then is the firſt Good God in- 
rends his Children in the ſeve- 
reſt of his providences, in refe · 
rence to ſin, to prevent it, diſco- 
ver it, imbitter it, and deſtroy! 
it. 


another good unto bis people in 
the ſevereſt of his providences, in re. 
ferenc e to their graces, both to tr 
their graces, and hkewiſe: 20 exe: 


- Firſt, To wry their States z. 'Gol 
he ſometimes proves and tries h 
Chidren, whether they be legiris] 
mate Children, or whether they 
be baſtards, yea or no, 'P/ab;66) 


10. Fe ben O Gd haf pri ved | 
_ thou haſt lery ed ut, 4s flora r ed 


And Hav. 12. 8. If yea be wit hol 
chaſtiſe ment z ae all art pan 


FA ! 06 the Eagl , 


1. fon A 


> {Se eyes apainſt\ the brigh 
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But then ſecontlly, Ged intends | 
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and ii they cannot endure thoſe 
ſcorching beames, ſhe reſects them 
25 ſpurious and as a biſtardly 
breod. So God ſomtimes tries his 
Children, to ſee whether they will 
be conſtant, or no, and whether 
they be bis own Children, or ba- 
'] ftards, © And ſo he tries their gra- 
: 1]  cess whether they be golden graces. 
4 Rev. 3.18. 1 connſell thee to buy of 
me gold,tryedin the fire. Tis a Text 
re. I once opened to yon, and Iſhew- 
ry ed you by gold there, is ment the 
golden gracesof the Spirit of Sod : 
and pray mark, our Saviour would 
baye ſuch gold as is tryed im the 
uuf fire; implying thus much, that our 
graces are not true graces, unleſs 
| ehey be able to bold dut in the 
Ga day of tryall, aud träbulation; 


gold (you know ) will endure the 
eal fire ® Apoſtle ſpeaking of our 
wy faith, 1 Pet. 1.7. ſaies The very 
yall of it is much wire precious. 
hes gell that perißterb. And if ide 
al reyall of ir be 0 precious, whit” 
will the dure or conqueſt of it 
gud be? As one ſaies, Some vertuet, 
aud gracets, they are liks Starsthat 
1 En fine 


1 25 . crea es Care 2 his 72 Fel 'Y. 
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Nom. 5.3 


ſhine not in the day time of proſperity, 
but ſhine onely in rhe night of adver- 


ſity. We had never known Feb. | 


patience, had not we known Jobs 


ſufferings. _ As their is Honey you 
know in the comb, but it comes not 
ont uſually till it be preſt: and as 
there is ſweet water in the Roſe 
leaf, but i it comes not ont till it be 
fired; and às the ſtrength of a Tower 


is not known till an aſſault, and bat - 
tery be made againſt it, So there 


are many graces in a Chriſtian that . 


will never be diſcovered till the —. 
of affliction. 

And as the Lord afflicts us for 
the tryall of our graces; ſo like- 
wiſe for the exerciſc of our graces; 


faith would not be exerciſed, were. 


it not for; afflictions, 2 Nen not 
What to doe, but our eyes are toward... 


thee, 2 Chron. 20.;12.. And pati.“ 


ence would not be exerciſed were it 
not for nt ee and therefore the. 


Apoſtle faich W ribulgrions. werke pe, 4 


tience, And obedience would; not. 


be exerciſed were it not ſqr a fflicti- * 
ons; it is ſaid of our Saviour, that, 
[nave 8, Be learm N E the 3 "| 
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he ſuflere d. A man trained 
up in the febop! of afffiction will 
gain more good by one Sermon 
than another will gain by ten, for 
in times of proſperity, we uſu- 
aliy have # deafe ear; ſome truths 
we underſtand not, others we be 
hieve notg we kick at ſome truths 
and fret at others; but affliction 
opens the ear for diſcipline - And 

ſo fer vent prayer would not be ex · job 36. 
erciſed were it not for affliction? 10. 


Iſa. 26. 16. Lari in trouble have 


| they vi ſited ther, they (powered ont a 
prayer when thy cbaſtening mas upon 
them, They prayęd to purpoſe then. 


A man may pray in ii mes of proſpe- 
fitie, but be ſedome poners out a 
prayer till affliction comes; as One 
ſaies, Prayer wit bout affliftions is but 
lil: a bird without: wings. is ſaid 


of our bleſſ. d Saviour, when he was 


in an agonie 5 he prayed 4 great deal : 
on adds much io the grace of prayer. 


And our ſimpathy like wiſe towards 


our bretheren; would not be excr- 


| ciſed, like afflictions work like af. 
„ fections ; neither wauld aur * 
„. : "0 
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of the great and holy name of God | 
be exerciſe&; ſo that afflſictions 
are both for the tryall and for the 
Exerciſes of our graces. 
Thirdly, Another goed God in- 
tends by afflictions, is in reference 
to our preſent comtorts. ard enjoy- 
ments, that we may not ſurfer upon 
the lucious contentments hre be- 
low ; therefore in the midſt of 
our comforts, God gives us fome 
croſſes. to diet us; as in the midſt ot 
our croſſes he: gives us Same com-. 
forts to ſupport us; the Lord knows. 
that we bave weak heads, and are 
not able to bear a proſperous eſtate 
without ſome bitter ingredient, If 
an of you have ab Chiſd, that hath] 
bul a weak head; add bie is drinking 
wine, &ont comes andmingles a little 
water with the wine, you thank him: 
for it, becauſe your poor Child is not 
able to bear ſtrong drink, & therefore 
it is a great fav our to have ſome wi: 
ter mingled with it God 1 fay 
ſees that we are not able to bear 4 
proſperous eſtate, and cherefore it 
is a great mercie that he mingles 
ſome affliction with it, and there 
In | "by. 
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| by imbirrers our roitifotts. and 10 | 
Þ | ſeaſonsour joys, that we may not 
| furfet with them; and indeed one 
| main end, that God aims at in all 
- | our afflitions, is to imbitter afl 
| outward things | to us, that himſel 
alone may be ſweet to our Po! 
n | ſouls. God would not have us fet 
> | our hearts upon things here below, 
f | he would not have theſe outward 
ie | comforts to ſteal away our hearts, 
_ as Abſolom ſtole away the hearts of 
n-. rhe people, nor would he bave us ſay 
— as Peter did, it is good being here, or 
to ſet up our ſtaf here, but to be wil. 
lng co part with what we de en- 
1 joy, and to contemn it in compari- 
| fon of hat we do expect. That is 
third thing in reference to our 
pre ſent comforts. 
4  Fourthly, Another good Ged 
1 intends likewiſe, is in reference to 
el our future hopes, for theſe aMiRi- 
ons, theſe" ſevere diſpenſations of 
fay} his providence, they are both cke 
away to Glory, and they work out 
eit our Glory; they are the way to 
les} Glory, Luke 24. 26. Oxzght not 
res- Cirif to have ROY theſe things, 
by and. 
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and ſo to enter into his Glory. What u 
hath the head gone that way, and | a 
muſt not the members go the ſame | fl 
way alſo, Nay they work out our 
Glory, 2 Cor 4. 17. fer eur light | 
Afliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh. for us a far moreexceeding | 
and eternal 'weight of Glory, Af- | - 
flictions they are but the file where. 
with God doth poliſh andſquare us, 
that we may be fit ſtones in his ſpi- 
rituall building. Thus you ſee the 
firft thing opened unto you, what 
_ Good God intends, in the ſevereſt 
of his diſpenſations. 4 
But ſecondly, Who are they 
to whom God intends this good, 
certainly God doth not intend it un- 
to all Figs, he never intended it to the 
wicked, but he intends it to thoſe} 
that are good Figs as it is here in the 
text. | ” [15,5 wt 
I T but how ſhall, we do to knew 
we are good Figs? Igave you three 
Characters you may remember 
the laſt Lords day, let me veryß y 
briefly give you but three more 0 
i now, that ſo you may know whe- gi 


— 


|. - ther- you be thoſe good, Figs to 4 
| © 9 | _ whom | © 


1 — — 
whom this promiſe: belongs, that 
all the ſevere diſpenſations of God 
_ | ſhall be for your god. 
* | - Firſt If you be upright in heart 
| Pſal. 125.4. Do good O Lord unto, 
* thoſe that be Food, I but who are. - 
- | they, be tels you in the next words, 
- | to them that are upright in ther 
I bearts.lf you be good notonly in ap- | 
„ | pearance but good in proof, if you be 
good in reality, for you know rot- 
ei ren Figs may make as fair a ſhew 
as the beſt Figs, they may be as big 
asthe beſt, and poſlibly of as good a 
colour, I but yet they are rotten with- - 
y {| in. If you have not only an out- 
d. ward profeſſion, for chat is an eaſie 
matter; but if with your outward 
profeſſion, and giving up of your 
names to Chriſt, you joyn an inward 
ſubmiſſion, and give up your hearts 
to Chriſt, that you obey from the 
bart, as it is Rom.6.17, then are 
vou theſe good Figs to whom God 
er | intends good in all your afflictions. 
Setondly, If you have a filial fear 
e of God, and can fear him for his 
-| goodneſs, mark that text -Jer.3 2. 
40,41. Saies God, I will put my 


fear 


5 


— 


in bad Tims. 133 


' 134. Godsgreat care 
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fear into their hearts, that they ſhall | - 


not depart from me; And then ſaies 
be, 7 will reoyce over them to de 


them good, with my while heart, | 


and with my whole ſoul. If God, 


have put this fear into. your hearts, 


and this fear is a fountain of life, 


fnares ofdeath, then are you theſe 


Thirdly, If yo 
ber of thoſe that love God, and 


are called according to his purpoſe; | 


his good People 


to . eauſe you to depart from the | 


u be of the num» | 


For that is ſet dewn Nom. 8. 


28. And we know that all things | 


worke together. for good, to them. 


that love Cod, and are called ac. 


ording to ha purpoſe. If you. 
love his ordinances, and love 


his Saints and children, and love bis 5 
preſence, if you love him for him- : 
ſelf, and delight in him, and deſue 


him only, that you can ſay, none but 
thy ſelf O Lofd, can give my foul 


> ſatisfation; and can ſay with} 


Zuber, Do not i put we off with theſt 


earthly comforts and casten, tte: 
| Ir 14 mol An houſefull of Gold and $5 Wt 
ver, that I cas take up with, Im 
85 | - uſt | 
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| maſt haus ti ſeif, and thei ſmiles of 

iy face, and Thr diſciverios ef thy 

| | lows, and not hing elſo. And if you are 

. called, according to bis purpoſe, 
that is, not only outwardly called by I 

„bis word {for'ſo many are called bat Mat. 22 

Y | few are choſen)" but inwardly called *' '® 

by his Spirit, for you muſt Know | 

e tts promiſe doth not belong /t6 

- ] every one that is outwardly called 

on; a man may be outwardly cal- 

ed, but yet not effectually called; 

| there is àn outward ordinary gene- 

Tall invitation that a wicked man 

may have; when the Spirit of God 

knocks at his heart by his word, by 

bis mercies, by afflictions, and by tbe 
examples of others, and he ſtifles all 

the motions of the Spirit, and xe jects 

che offers and tenders of hie Grace, 

no to have onely_ this: Generall 

ire] invitation, it is not to be truly cal- 

led, for ſo the Spirit knocks of- 

| iten atithe doors of your hearts in 

ith} :]iabya Sermon, and in many a cor- 
erection, and in many put poſes of 

2] thearr; I büt now if you arecalled 

aby che effectuall operation of tbe 

xt 1| Spit of God; that rhe Spirit of 


grace, 40 0 ive —— ; 
ment unte Chriſt, and you cap ſay | 
come Lord Jeſus into my heart, 
and rule in meas thoupleaſeſt, when 
he ſo calls, that you hear his voyce, 1 
and when he ſales Seek ye my face; | -- 
thy heart anſwers, Lord thy facelwill [ m 
ſoek, Come unto me ( fries Chriſt) al in 
yea that labeur and are beavy lading, | bi 
Math. 11. 28. And tbe heart re- ty 
turns eccho, come, I would come ar 
to thee O - blefſed Saviour upon 


my hands and knees, I would come te 
wich all my ſoul: when the Spitit ol, - un 
God ſaies, this is the way, this is is 
the way of halineſſe, chis is the way 14 
of emal, and. putity, fo: muth be 
'ſp kerpgainſt every where « Is this | be 
the way laies a poor ſoul : O 2h 


I would walk in it, that. ! might 51 
find reſt to my ſoul; andi would] dc 
ſabmit to the Government of Jeſat $4 an 
mne be as willing to ave box 
bim my Ruler as my —— 7 
thou loveſt God, and haſt choſen: | be 
3 bim for thy portion fand art thus Jof 
dor called? 


4, l 2 ee IEG 4 9 
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called, and returneſt an eccho to the 
voice of Chriſt, and ſubmits to his 
Government; this is a certain e- 
videace thou art in the number of 
thoſe the Text here ſpeaks of, 
4 whom God intends good to in his 
I ſevereſt dipenſations. That is the 
ſecond thing by way of explication. 
muſt this be underſtood, that God 
in his ſevereſt providences intends 
I his peoples good? There are but theſe 
» wo limitations 1 will give you, 
e and then 1 will apply all. 
n | Firſt, When tis ſaid God in- 
e J tends his peoples good, you muſt 
of] underſtand it thus; That this good 
isis not preſently, and all at once eſ- 
iy feed, but it is by degrees. It may 
be for the preſent, thou ſindeſt no 
is] benefic-at_all by thy afflictions, but 
V4 thy heart in thy own apprehenfion 
te] rather made barder, andthou'firs 
ud Aoryn in a diſconſolatedeſpondency, 
fas] and doſt not ſee ho ſuch a paſſage 
1e of providence? workes for thy good 
if at all; Ibut mark what the end will 
be ; look not onely at the beginning 
of a work, ( ſgies Solomon) but con- 
Dien l 
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leave to do: it in his awn time; ſaies 


3 eluſion thou ſhalt find it ſo. 


: ee them ſin F my; apa 1 
Id they 2 this is th 


| gute thou ſhouldeſt take one 


Gderiheiendof Ave God leape to 
do his on work and give bim leave 
to doit his owi way, and give bim 


the Apoſſle, 7am. 5. 11. Toa haue [een | 
the end the Lord made will ob. And 
Pſul. 37. 37. Mark the: perfeũ won't] 
an bnbold the upright, for the 223 
that man is peace; And Dent. 8. 16. 

He humbled thee, and proved thee, 40 1 
da rhee good at tl latter end. He 4 
nat ſay it was:tco doo them good re | x 
ſantly; but to:doe them good ham 
ever in the latter end, wich this limi- 5 | 
tation therefore it maſtj be under ·· 
ſtood, though for che preſent, thou 
nniſt not find it ſo, yet in the con- 


Agin ſerondiy, Another limits» 
tion is this, when: we ſay that all hi 
theſe: providences of God ſhall f th 
worke for good; you muſt not 


which isenpreſt Rn, 8.28. 41 ehin 5 
workeogerber for goed; they work ra iy 


eee u fn 


* 


| as bad Tome, 
>” maiſt find i it do thee no good "at at all, | 


bat now put p rovidenees 
and then ho wilt find . tg 


thee good; as one drug in an Apo- 
thecaries Shop, cannot make a 
wholeſome medicine, but put many 
drugs togerher, and then it willdo 
I hee good: And one wheel mige 
Clock (you knew) cannot make 
tte Clock move, but put all the 4 
J. wheels together, and then it will Gen. 42 · Af 
move. Ince complains ( 7 8 
1 7oſeph: i not, and Simios is mt, 
ye will rake Benjames aw al he 


igt are againſt me: due, take 
u theſ? providecey ſingly by thetti- 
| ſelves, and they were all a - 


him; . I but at ſaſt he had his 70 

again, and his Simeon 4 n 408 

WJ his genjamis again, andt opt for 
1 . they were all againſt him, 
. yet he loſt nothing 1 in the latter end. | — 5 
t Now for the Uſe of this Pelnt if Uſe 10 

and] briefly: If God ibis ſevereſt dif- 

wat poenfations intend his peoples h 

ing | we may learn then theſe four hs 

by way of Inſtruction; | 

pre} Firſt ,- Learn to admire the in⸗ 
an finite wiſdome of God; that ſame 

1 G 2 vari 


x40 7 1 great care 210 bis ood 2 
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| 

12 various, curious wiſdome of God 
reis the Apoſtles ſpeak. of, Epbe. 3. 10. 
rs 257. that can being light out of darx- 
neſs; peace out of trouble; good 
out of evil; grace out of ſin; hope 

out of fear; and het ven out of hell, 
Ol che unſpeakable wiſdome of 
God; here is Samſons tiddle now 
expounded, out of the eater God 
can bring forth meat, and ont of the 
ſtrong God can bring forth ſweet-] - 
neſs, out of afflictions, and the 
HE ns oſt bitter paſſages of providence, ü 
Sad can certainly bring ſome go 
to his poor Children; there is no- 
thing ſo high but his providencel | 
is above it; there is nothing ſo lou 
but his providence is beneath it; 
| thereis nothing of ſuch an extent, 

but his providenee is able to bun 

it; and there is nothing ſo contuſed 
but his providenee can order it for 
his own glory, and his peoples good. 
- Ol admire, fear, love, and truſt 
this great, God, chat can work all 
8 things for the good of his Children. 
2 And ſeconlly, By way of- ins]. 
ſtraction, we may hence ſee the 
reaſon way God doch not prevent 
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d | the afflictions of his people, and 
* | why he doth not remove them fo - 
- | ſuddenly as we would have him; it 
is not for want of love and affection 
to his people; but becauſe he 
knows how to bring good to them 
out of their ai ictions. The pati 
ent when he hath a ſmarting Plai. 
ſter applyed to him, cries to the 
Chyrurgion to take it off, but he 
doth not take it off as ſoon as the pa- 
tient would have him, becauſe he 
4 knows it works for his good. 
Would God think you have ſuffe- 
red Joſeph to have been ſould into 
Egypt, to have been made à bond- 
I ſlaye, and to have been impriſo- 
ned there, but that he knew her 
by this abaſement to work bis 
adyancement. And do you think 
God would have ſuffered David, 
after he bad annoimed bim King; 
d. to be yet purſued as a: partridge 
upon the mountains, and to be dri- 
ven from one place to another, 
and brought to ſuch great ſtreights, 
but that be knew how to work 
good to him out of all theſe troubles. 
But thirdly, By way of inſtructi· 


4 "Is 4 aps e 


Ne this may let us ſhe what a vaſt” 
god, © and the wicked, between 
other; to the godly, all thin 


the worſt things, even Gods — 1 


providences, work together for 


good; but to the wicked, all things, 
work toge- 
good 
things, and temporall good things, 


Even the beſt things, 
ther ſor their hurt, Spiritual 


work fot their hurt. 


Firſt, All ie good thing: 5 


oo . | 


themere of God, which is one of | 


0 9694 Men, becauſe it is 
ä organ , of looſneſs, 


the cheiceſt Jewels be hath in his 
1 


| and libers * 
tiniſme do then; the grace of God 


1 choice Jewel, works for | 


their. burt, for it is an occaſion of 
wantoneſs, they turne the grace of 
Godintslicivioulneſs; the patience 
of God, chat is an occaſion of their 
z the ordinances they 
are but poyſon to them; their bap- 
will be but awicneſs of their 


. perjory 5 the Lords Supper, will | 
_— 2Y | be | 


4 


f 
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be büt et Ta fel to theit Aa en 


the word of God which to chers n 


9 
Wo] in temporal good things 


wed 


foals 25 75 yen Flog Pro. 


4 ayourvf life antolife, unto them Ro. 9. 33. ö 


it is a ſavour of death unto death; 
nay Jeſus Chriſt bimſelfto a wicked 
oy oh Roping Tone and a 


And 157 ſpictvan, gil bin 


1 


"wife work for hurt * wicked men, 


as for example, 


All providenees 
cf oe: cet one? ſo e 


a 5. 


þ ef 


df un peritie. 


?k 
« 1. 32. 


To likwiſe their rg Ba 


1 5 LR 5 Jer, flot 
* Sat 0 th 


63:heir power, hei 
94822 


ads, ir full table 0 


F ko " ſhall de bur 38 4 curſe unto ,, 


their ſouls; God curſes bis own bleſ- 


| | ing! $ unte wicked men; As God 


bu. rn curſes into bleſſings Where 


| his Childten-pleaſe him; ſo he can 


turn bleflitigs into curſes to wicked 


=o 


1 * and Wo dly men. Had it not been 
| t 


detter think you for Abit bop bel "oi 
have been a very fool rächer 


G. 3. fuch 


as E 22. 


wy bis 1 for b EN was ſys 


wicked ſhall. be for their 


ſuch 8 a great Politician as he was, for 
his wiſdome was bis ruige ? 


ſo beautifull as he was, for his 


beauty was bis ruine ? Hzd jt, not 
5 ave been f 
s for bis 


been far better for him t 
a kitchin boy th an a Kb 
poxerand 10 een Þis. ruing,? 
Had it not been better 101 Ham an 
to have been the foot: ſtool, rather 
than ſuch a ce in haſme- 


hy 
98 Tipp 2. 


pid th! 8 Abd AG 
n, 0 Wort „Al een (hajl 
befor t Lk ictious ſhah 
2 Chron.J4 25 : 4 12 0 


c 
it Ie of. 
i FE apainkt the 
4 e whether of the pod 
the examples of the godly 


rhemfo- much the ,mofe;..the ex⸗ 


a Ampfe 8 'of other, Wicked: TEN. e 4 
tllemſelyes, hall but infect and cor- 
rupt them ſo much the more; death it 


fe be for their, hurt, \death, he. 


8.0 


Hadit # 
not been beiter för Abſolom. to 
have been a deformed creature, than 


05 Fa 1 | ns % 1 


ud 1 
ſhall 
maße them but fret ard. rage. at 


144 E gen care 757 bis = 2 : 


be as a trap- door, to let them down 
to the bottomleſs pit of hell, whence 
they ſhall never, never return. Oh! 

who would be in a ſla te of unrege- 
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neracy and unbelief, in an ur- 
reformed and impenitent flate, 


and ſleep in it one .houre? Who 


would be in the ſtate of the wicked, 
when all things work for their 


hurt? That is the third inſtruction. 


The fourth inſtruction by way of 


information is this; If God can make 
the ſcvereſt of his pro vidences to 


work for our good, then we have 


no cauſe to be much troubled at 
croſſes and afflictions, at tryalls 
= generations; we have no cauſe 
but rather to bear them. patiently. 


nk under the burden of them, 


without fainting: or, fretting; for 


? though at preſent we do not knoο]¹ 
t; how they ſhould be forour good, yet 


God knows how to order them for 
ourſpiritvall advantage here, and for 


You. will give a Watch: maker leavs 


; to take your watch in pieces, becauſe 
it he knows how to put it cogether 
15 1 again. So you may give God leave 


TY. 


* 


our _eternall- advantage here after; 
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'Uſe 2. 


to dtesk yon in your comforts, and 


Ain your own ends and deſigns, be- 
: cauſe God kriows how to ſetyou to- 

pe again, Hoſea 6. 1. Hr hath | 
"Syoken m, and be will heal ms, be 


bath ſmittew and he will bind us up. 


When you come at the beginning of | 


the year, and ſee a houſe a building, 


you ſee nothing but deformity, here | 


2 piece of timber, and there ſtones, - 


and in another place rubbiſh ; 1 
but come at the end of the year and | 
vou ſhall ſee beautifull fabt ick. We 
ve no cauſe therefore either to 
fret, or be diſquiete d at any race I 
'of Gods Previdence: In times of | 


reſperity we ſhould not be li d. 
er in times of aa 


Mould not be too much caſt downs. 


theſe are the four leſſons by way of | 


inſtruction. 


Secondly, Another Ute 1 would! 
make of this Point is, for examina- | 


tion. O! let every one of us call 
himſelf to account, and ſee whether" 


the providences of God in wayes of 
_ ſeverity have wrought for our good, 
11 Yee, ot no; bath fin been preven- 


; hath 1 diorerd, hat 


of” nil" as a £6 a... „ 


. 


„ „ „ 


„ 
a P n 1 


* 


— 


— 


5 & 6 2 4 =, a AJ 
5 | * 08 580 e 
ma 1 p b; 7 | MR N „ ol 
# bud" Nimer: 17 
: br 

—— 


it been imbirtere( ,- bath it been 
weakned, if nor a end, — | 


have Our graves goes en 
they been exercif 
more faith, more Feat 2. — ; 
meeknesßs, more homilityz have dur 
1 prayers been more feryent, have 
our affe&ions been wore heavenly, - 
have we got „ 290d by every one df ö 
dur afflicti 
To 3 you to this tryal, I: 
will uſe but this one Motive, and re- - 
member ir, and take it fort ktie: Iʒt 
0 18 A never failing evedence; difcover- 
1 ingamantobein dente ee 8 
ben he finds every con irion 
drawing him nearer to God, for 
then it is à manifeſt fign yon ate in 
the nutober-of ae det e 
tl #ccording te Nt 


{] thatis the keen fe. FR | 

Ty 50 (and fo to = 33. 
15 Mon) Tem or 

. | ble Ambion of all 

4 hv Eule e good; F d 

od Koo that are im 

en⸗ cht are impaxtialy — Gow are 

why bonitaptly 8 _ 
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that love God, anke, arg calt 
led according eh e. tell 
you my bes N this is that whigh 

may be a ſeaſona 1 ſupport to vaur 


ſpirits in 2 and ſinking times: this 
very Doctrine may be a heart-ra= 
viſhing cordiall, which were it but 
rigbely reliſhed 


dance within you for joy. Qt that 
I were but able to convey the com- 


fort, the ſweetneſs of this cordiall to 


ur hearts, and tq my own; cex- 


[ B's it yon did but ſetiouſiꝝ con- 3 
fider this, you.would not be much 
troubled at any outward troubles | 
that could befall you ; n6 trouble 
would be very troubleſome 40 
you, 1 but ſaies one, alas 1 am 


flandered and reproached, J am re- 


viled, and ſcorned, and am evill 
ſpoken of, yea though I have not 
deſerved it; how can this tend to my 
good? yes God can by this teach thee 
to live above the wor id,aboyethe cre- ; 


dit and repute of men: ĩt may be thou 


dideſt reſt too much in the a deut 
of man, and dideſt trium ot b 
in a good amg Re G il dy ch his ; 


teach 


and digeſted by. 
von, might make your very hearts 


e , ea TT. __ 


r 


berrejoges and 8 
1 greats aur reward in heaven. Ic 
ls a ſweer ſaying. of St Auſtin, That 


teach thee, to ſeek that honour that 
comesſromhimongly,and. not that 
bongur that comes from man. It 
was that whithiour;Savieur laid co 
the charge of the Phariſees, Jobs 5, 


1 44. ſaies he, Hon can ye believe 
which rective bononr one of another, 


aud ſeek. not the honour that comet h 


Im Ced onely, And ſsies our Sar 


viour, Mat. 5. 11, 12. Bleſſed are 
Jau when, men ſhall revile you, and 


; I perſecute jon, and ſhall ſay all manner 


of evil ngainf 255 falſe fer my 


e exceeding glad, for 


man that millingly detracts from my 


adde to m Crows.” All the repro- 
ches of men will make our Crown 
ſo, much the heavier, O! bye ſaies 
another, bam very poor my eſtate 
and trade is gone; I lie under a great 
deal of poverty; I Want bread for 
myifanyly, c. How can this ever 
ten for good? YES, bl may be God 


| by. the poverty of; thy eſtate would 
| make thee poor in ſpirit, would 


make ther humble and baſe in thine 
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; Jam · 2.3. 


own eyes, it ir may be God foreſees 1 
that ſhovldeft be 'rich _ | 


thou-#otledi be pond; and chere- * 


fore he will keep thee poor that 


thou maiĩſt be humble; and *ris n 


better 2 thouſand times to be 


poor in the world and rich in grace, 
than to be rich in the world and 


poor in garce. God chooſerh the 


poor in the wotld to be rich in 
faith; and have other men greaten 


eſtates than thou? it may be they 


have greater ſnaret than chou, are BY 
they in higher places than thou? 


then they are in greater danger of 
falling than thou; the truth is, the 
ſon] ean better manage a ſtate of | 


adverfitie than tate of profperity;. | 


and when the ſoul is under ſome 35 
aba ſement 1 pray mark it) it i- 
uſually ata 1. 
I but Thave a body troubled with 
many * * with many dil. 
_ ! pains and _ how ca 1 
this tend to my good?” yes, God by 
this will put 1551 in Taka of 5 V 
mortality, hat thou haſt ia poor | 
23 e fes 4 — ere ae 4 


eſſe diſtance from God. 
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fore thou muſt feek fbr a houſe on 
high, à houſe prepated in heaven 
for thee; and haye other ſtronger 
bodies than thou? it may be they 
have ſouls. lefs weaned from the 
world than thou; badſt thou a 


| heaſthfull body, it may be thy 


heart would be too much glewed to 


and ſet upon the world, and this 
makeſt thee weary of the world, ſo 


that thou lorigeſt to be with Jeſus 
Chriſt, where thou ſhalt be freed 


from all theſe pains, and ſorrows, and 
ſufferings; mark it, look wherein 
we are inferiour unto others in one 
kind, God ſtill makes it op in ſome 
- Other kind. 3 
I but L am tempted and bufſeted 
] with Sathan, and am diſquieted in 
mind, can this be tor my good? 
pes, the great God of Heaven and 


earth. can order all theſe remptati- 


ons for thy good, as David ſaies, 
Plal.118. 13, Thou haſt thruſt ſore 
at me, ( ſpeaking of Saul) that 
1 5 might fall, but the Lord helped me; 
Ws 


o though Sathan chruſft ſore at 
thee to wound thee, yet God will 
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fin, but ſhall not hurt thy ſoul. Ti- 


* . 


an excellent ſaying of Saint Aafis; 


God ( faies; he) i /o good, that 
he would never ſuffer evil to be in the 
world, were he not [6 wiſe that be 
could order all evil for the good of 
his & people. Nay God is ſo infi- 
nitely wiſe, that of poyſon he can 


make an antidote againſt poyſon: 


God can order tlie ſins of his own 
people for their good, to make 
them more watchlull, and to be 
more humble and abaſed in their 
own eyes, and to long to be where 


they ſhall ſin no more. Ibis is not 


an argument for preſumption, but 


a prop to keep us from deſpair, O01 


whata comfortable, what a bleſſed 
condition is this, that whatever 
the ſtate of Gods people is, yet 


their good. What tongue of man or 
Angel can expreſs the- conſolation 
the ſou] might ſind in this Doctrine, 
were it but tightly reliſhed, and 
Ugeled: : 5 


: F 


But one Uſe more, and T will 3 


haye done; and that is a uſe of ex- 


ching 


MY Th 
God can and will turn it all for 


bortation ; as you haye heard ſome- 
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thing for your comfort, o yon 3 
muſt hear ſomeching 'of dutie — 


alſo. 
| If God | in the ſevereſt of bis pro. 
| vidences intend our good ; then 
| there are . four duties that Idefire 
to rere to vou, and! will but 
- prop ound them, for. cannot preſs 
them, the time being gone. FEY 
1. Believe 
2. Apply | : 
3. A&according to this{ruts 
| 570 eee gef dhe N a en 
| neſs of 
WT L would have yOu. eier 
4 truth, that Godin, all bis diſ- 
penſations, though they ſeem neyer 
| 1o:{trange, aud harſh to Jon, Jet 
Antends your ſplritnall: good. Be- 
Jeye- it, may ſome ſay 4 what do 
ou think we are atheiſts ; do 
vou think we do not believe the 
Scripture, when God ſaies all 
things work for, good? I, it may be 
1 believe it, but it is que tbing to 
elieve with 4 notional faith, and 
another thing to believe with a 
| praRticall faich, You' read of the. 
* of faith with power. 2 Theſ., . II. 
There 


mY 


CES OE 1 
a 8 1 o * 11 
* 8 OE 5 * B 2 
N 9 1 SN n p S344 * 5 4 4 S L D , 
* Nr oo 9 I td SR... = 4 a 7 N = 
—— — — — 1 14 - - I " 
ef NN; , 7 2 1 
r ” 6K * 8 + 1 ? G 0 "Y 1 5 
. # is * „ N * mg 
. * . 4 E 
RYE * A 
%; » k 
5 * K 
8 4 4 
_ — » * 2 
2 . 
- 
* 


here 4 are — any it Y bent de- 
Jie ve this ttuth with e q 


l but few that believe it with a practi 
callfatth; for example, there are 
node of us but believe we are 


mortall, chat we are poor frail crea- | 


rares; that mult die and drop down 
e the duſt, we know not how ſoon, 


we believe tbis doctrine, with” nl 
notionall faith, 1 but how few be- [1 
lieve it with a practical faith, Toas| 
to prepare for their latter end, to | 


13 
* 


make their whole life a pr 
for their dying day; the devils th 
believe too, they believe that 


2 


is a hely and 3 ny God, and 0 
their] 


render to them wee 


to 
— 4. nt 1 | 


1 Ibur for all this werd 40 hot ben : 
they have a notional faith, I but 4 - 


they have not a practical faith 3 fo 


it may be you believe this Doctrine - 
but do you believe it practically, 10 


as to make uſe of it, that you! "are 
able to ſay, certainly this provi] 
dence, this affliction, though warf 
yer tendeth to my ſpiricuall good. © 


But 
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But Secondly,” As I would have 
„ to beſie ve ilus truth, fo I would 


- | - have you apply it unto your own 
e fouls, that when affüctions come, 
re | or troubles come,or ſickneſs comes, 
z- | when theloſsof a dear husband or 
n wife, or the leſs of a hopefull child, 
n, or the loſs of an eſtate comes, 
when pangs, and pains, and fears, and 
e- ſtreights come upon you, you may lay 
as| toeveryoneofthem, you are wel- 
to | come, you come with your com- 
on | miſſion, do the work that God ets 

vou about; I know that thoughſfor | 
od] the prefer you are very paiofull, 
ret at the laſt yon will be very bene; 
4 ficiall, as 1 have heard the Nory 
zen| Of a boy in a Ship, when there was. 
the ſach a ſtorm, that chreatned the 
nts;]. ſinking of the Ship preſently, beſat 
z ſtill, and was not at all troubled ; 
vt} and being asked why he was not 
fol troubled, when he ſaw they were 
>| inzeopardy of death every minute; O 
ſaies de, I lu my Father fits at the 
| fern, Tkhnow my God hath the diſpoſing 
of all, and he will order all fer good And 
O that we could do ſo, this is to apply 
this Doctrine, and not only to believe 
| it. : 5 Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, I would have you act 
according to your faith ; and there- 
fore let the. utmoſt - 
your ſouls be in this, that you may 
finda ſpirituall advantage by every 
paſſage of providence, and that 


every condition may draw you neaqa- 
rer to your God. I confeſs this is a 
hard leſſon to be learnt; but yet 
there aretheſe five means that may 


help you: I will but name hem: 


Firſt, If you would act ſo that 


every condition mey draw y eu gea- 
Ter to God, you muſt live not by 


ſighe and ſenſe, but by faith; for if 


vou look upon Afflictions with an 
eye of ſence, you will ſee no good 
in them at all; but if you look upon 


than unſanctified proſperity; ſanctified 


ſickneſs better than uuſanctified 


health; and ſanctified poverty, 
better than unſanctifſied tiches; For 


cur light affliction, ( ſeith the 


Apolle) which . is but for a moment, - 


Worketh for u a far more exceeding | 
and eternal] weight of Glory; How | 
did be know this? he tels you inthe] 
We, next 
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endeavour. of 


them wich an eye of faith, then yon 
will ſay ſarRified Affliction is better 
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next words; -While we lot not at the 


things which ars ſeen, but at the 
thinge which are not ſeen, & c. 2 Cor. 


4.17, 18. as if he ſhould ſay; leok 


not with as eye of fleſh, but with 


an eye of Faith, | 
And then ſeeondly, As à great 

deal of faith, fo a great deal of pa. 
tience is required alſo: you muſt. 


not look that the good of affliction 


ſhould come preſentiy, (as I told you 
in one of the limitations) No af- 
fliction for ibe preſent ſeemeth to be 
joyous bin grievous, holds 9 
afterwards it yeeldeth the 'peaceable 


: fruit of righteouſneſs unte them 


which are exerciſed thereby, Heb. 
12.11;As you muſt exerciſe faith, ſo 


vou muſt be contented to wait alſo. 


-.. Thirdly, There muſt be a great 


deal of ſelf-denial too, ſo that you 
can be content to be croſt of your 


own wills, chat Gods will may be ful- 
filled. 251 (448 

Fourthly, You muſt reſolve you 
will not part, with ' your integrity, 
though to avoid any affliction 3 you 
muſt not chooſe © iniquity rather 


than affliction; but you muſt chooſe + 


the 


- 


be 
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ons here below, | nm 
And then in the Fift and laſt place, | 
If you would haycalithingswork for 
good, you mult be much in prayer, 
Phil. 1. 19. faies the Apoſtle, 
( ſpeaking. of afflictiors) I ktow | 
that this ſhall turn to my ſalvation, | 
through your prayer, and the ſwpply | 
of the Spiritof Jeſus Cbriſt, and this 
is the third Duty. 5 Hh} vn ae\Þ 4 
And then. Fourthly, (And fo I F 
have done; ] Do not enely believe, 
and apply, and act according to, but | 
labour to. draw out the! ſweetneſs 
of this truth, that you may be able 
to reſoyce in the time of temptation. 
A brethren; count it all joy, when | 
. Jon jallinto divers temptationr, Jam. 
NY | 1. , 
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I way ſome ſay? if the Apoftle had 1 
I Kiid,mybrethren,count it all ſorrow — 
I when youi fall into divers temptuti- 9 


” 


ons, he had ſaid ſomething; but 
count it all joy when you fall into 
divers temptations; yes, and the 
I Apoſtle knew very well what he 
I fad; for he knew that they that ſow 
2 moſt in tears, ſhall reap moſt of all 
in joy, and they that can bear af- 
J flictions and temptations, with 
„ moſt quiet ealm and ſerene ſpirits, 
r they ſhall. have the bleſſed fruit ef 
- righteouſneſs, though for the pre- 
ſent they are exerciſed thereby, and 
41 God will do them a great deal of ; 
"| good. and will at length bringrhem - | 
to heaven, though by the gates 
is of hell; and tis a great deal better 
2 to be brought to heaven by the 
19 gates of helh chan to be brought to 
Rail by the * of heaven; and it 
is better to bave our hell here, than 


to have our hell hereafter, to 9 
"| have a hell of miſery to all 3 
„eternity: the Lord write every 


one of theſe things in our hearts, 
m. that we may be able to pe =p 
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£ by e experience that every. one of 

_ - theſe providences © ſnall be for 
dur goed. And ſo much hall} 
: 5 ſuffice far this Text, and for this | 
4 time, IP 
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